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ABOUT WATES DEVELOPMENTS 

Wates Land & Development is a key division of the 
Wates Group, a fourth-generation family-owned business 
founded in 1897 and one of the UK’s leading development, 
construction, and property services companies. Our 
purpose is clear: reimagining places for people to thrive. 
This ethos underpins everything we do, from strategic land 
promotion to creating sustainable communities that meet 
real local needs. 

Role and Expertise
Within Wates Land & Development, we bring together 
specialist businesses that deliver value across the entire 
development lifecycle: 

•	 Wates Developments – Experts in land, planning, and 
strategic development, with an industry-leading 98% 
planning success rate 

•	 Wates Commercial & Logistics – Focused on delivering 
high-quality commercial and logistics schemes. 

•	 Wates Wildscape – Dedicated to creating nature-based 
solutions and biodiversity enhancements, ensuring 
developments work in harmony with the environment. 

Our approach combines deep planning expertise, financial 
stability, and a commitment to sustainability. As a family-
owned business, we are not reliant on external funding, 
enabling us to take a flexible, partnership-driven approach 
with landowners, housebuilders, and communities. 

Relationship with Wates Group
As part of Wates Group, we share the Group’s values of 
integrity, collaboration, and long-term stewardship. This 
connection provides financial security and a legacy-driven 
mindset, ensuring that every project contributes positively 
to society and the environment. Through our work, we 
aim to leave a lasting impact for future generations while 
supporting the urgent need for new homes and sustainable 
places across the UK.

WATES SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGY

In line with Wates’ Sustainability Strategy we are focussing 
on key drivers for change that we believe are imperative 
to delivering our promises of thriving people, planet and 
places.

Thriving People 
We are committed to creating places where people can 
truly thrive by embedding Wellbeing and Social Mobility 
from the start. At Fowlmere we are committed to preparing 
and implementing a Social Value Action Plan, designing to 
our Healthy Homes Principles and the Building for a Healthy 
Life Standard. 

Thriving Places 
We are dedicated to creating thriving places that are 
inclusive, accessible, and sustainable for everyone. Through 
our new Placemaking and Inclusion Framework and core 
development standards, we will address key environmental 
and social issues from the earliest stages of design. 

Thriving Planet
We intend to protect and enhance the natural environment 
by integrating Nature and Sustainability into every stage 
of development. At Fowlmere we are committed to 
providing Net Zero Carbon Ready Homes, we will carry 
out a Masterplan Embodied carbon assessment, we will 
implement our core biodiversity principles for green 
and blue infrastructure along with ensuring biodiversity 
net gains for the local policy level on site and ensure a 
maximum water usage of 100l per person per day in homes 
provided.

In accordance with our Sustainability Strategy the site will 
deliver…

Climate
•	 Net Zero Carbon ready homes 
•	 Masterplan embodied carbon assessment 
•	 Electric vehicle car club 
•	 Community spaces and street furniture powered by 

renewable energy 

Nature 
•	 Core biodiversity principles for green and blue 

infrastructure 
•	 Biodiversity net gain 

Water 
•	 100 Litres Per Person Per Day in homes 
•	 Rain gardens and swales as part of SUDs strategy  

In accordance with our Sustainability Roadmap, in the next 
5 years, the site will deliver…

Placemaking 
•	 Core placemaking principles 
•	 20-minute neighbourhood principles 

Inclusion 
•	 Core inclusion principles 
•	 Disabled electric vehicles charging spaces

Social Mobility 
•	 Social Value Action Plan 
•	 Tablets for every Affordable Home (joint ventures) 

Wellbeing 
•	 Healthy Homes Principles 
•	 Building for a Healthy Life Standard 
•	 Homes within 15-minute walk of green spaces
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G R E AT E R  C A M B R I D G E  LO C A L  P L A N 
V I S I O N  A N D  S T R AT E G I C  P R I O R I T I E S

South Cambridgeshire District Council and Cambridge City Council 
are working together to prepare a new Joint Local Plan (the Greater 
Cambridge Local Plan). Once adopted, the Great Cambridge Local 

Plan 2021-2045 will replace both Councils’ 2018 Local Plans.

We support the vision for Greater Cambridge to be a place where a big decrease 
in our climate impacts comes with a big increase in the quality of everyday life for 

all its communities.

We believe that The Chestnuts provides an opportunity to support the emerging 
Greater Cambridge Local Plan vision by creating a development that helps to 

minimise carbon emissions and reliance on the private car, enhances the vitality 
and liveability of Fowlmere, creates a range of homes needed, increases nature, 
wildlife and green spaces for all and safeguards the village’s unique heritage and 

landscapes.

The following pages explore how The Chestnuts helps to support the overall Local 
Plan vision and strategic priorities.
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LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN
A Preliminary Landscape Review of the site has been 
undertaken by SLR Consulting Ltd. 

The Review confirms that the topography of the site is 
broadly flat, ranging in elevation between approximately 
20m and 25m AOD. The site is surrounded by areas of built 
development, including derelict land and disused buildings 
and Butts residential area and employment site to the 
south, residential development properties along London 
Road to the east and London Road to the south along with 
further residential properties and caravan park. The western 
boundary of the site is defined by a tree belt which creates 
a defined physical barrier between the site and the open 
agricultural land further to the west. The site represents a 
logical location for accommodating development.

The Review confirms the site is not within any formal 
landscape or landscape-related designations. The adopted 
Local Plan identifies land at the eastern edge of the site, 
along London Road, as Important Countryside Frontage as 
it is considered to provide open views. We disagree with 
this assessment. The mature tree boundary along the site’s 
eastern edge provides a clear segregation between the 
settlement and the wider countryside. 
The preliminary landscape review concluded that the 
landscape of the site is of low value to the north of the 
Manor Farm access. The susceptibility of the landscape is 
low to the north of the Manor Farm access and medium 
to high to the south of this access. Furthermore, the visual 
appraisal concluded that the site is visually enclosed but 
that there is the potential for sensitive views from residents 
and walkers to the east and south.

The Concept Masterplan as shown in the accompanying 
Vision Document has been landscape-led. As recommended 
by the Landscape Review, the masterplan proposes large 
swathes of the site to provide publicly accessible open 
space in the form of a village park and provide a gateway to 
Fowlmere. 

ECOLOGY
There is a considerable buffer of over 1km between the site 
and Fowlmere Watercress Beds SSSI, whilst the village of 
Fowlmere separates the site and the Hummocky Fields SSSI 
to the west. 

The site contains priority habitat in the form of hedgerows 
and deciduous woodland, these will be retained and 
incorporated into the proposed development where 
practicable.

It is not anticipated that residential development would 
have a detrimental impact on any designated site or those 
within regional or local protection.

HIGHWAYS/ACCESS
The site and proposed development is also supported by 
an Initial Transport Appraisal undertaken by i-Transport LLP. 
This includes a careful assessment of how access can be 
achieved in design, safety and capacity terms.

The site has a long frontage onto London Road (that 
becomes High Street at its northern end), which is subject 
to a recently implemented 20mph speed limit zone with 
complementary traffic calming measures. The reduced 
speed limit, the existing footway provision (and that which 
would be introduced with the site) facilitates a safe and 
comfortable walking and cycling environment for trips to 
village amenities.

The Appraisal demonstrates that safe and suitable access 
to both the northern and southern parcels is readily 
achievable in highway design terms from High Street and 
London Road respectively. 

With regards to traffic impacts, a development of 145 
dwellings is likely to generate approximately 70 two-way 
vehicle movements in the network peak hours. This will be 
split between travel southbound on London Road towards 
Royston and northbound via Cambridge Road to Cambridge. 
Whilst a detailed traffic impact appraisal will be undertaken 
as matters progress, this level of traffic generation should 
not have a noticeable impact and should be well below a 
level that could reasonably be considered severe. 

The proposed development is therefore in an acceptable 
location in transport and highways terms. Safe and suitable 
access is readily achievable, and traffic impact should not be 
a significant issue.  A Transport Vision will be developed for 
the site to capitalise on the local public transport network 
and connectivity to local amenities for daily trips in line with 
20-minute neighbourhood principles. 
























