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City-of-London-Holden Holford 
unrealised proposal_the raised 
Northern Boundary Route 
proposed by the consultants

Lord William Graham Holford was 
more of a professional town planner 
than an architect. In 1948 he 
succeeded Patrick Abercrombie as 
professor of town planning at 
University College. Holford produced 
a redevelopment plan of the area 
around St Paul’s Cathedral in 
London which had been devastated 
by bombing in the War, Paternoster 
Square. He also wrote a Report on 
the Destruction and Survival in the 
City of London including artist 
impressions for unrealised 
proposals. 



In 1950, Holden produced a report 
to the Town and Country planning committee of 
Cambridgeshire County Council. 
He describes Cambridge as a ‘University town’, one of 
the most pleasant places on earth in which to live, and 
questions if the town can maintain and enhance its 
essential character and virtues, in the face of a multitude 
of unplanned events to come. 



Holden proposes to ring fence Cambridge 
expansion to max 100-125,000 population 

In the same report, he proposes a 
comprehensive new road 
framework, the scale of which was 
unprecedented in the history of 
Cambridge transport planning.



One of Holden’s major 
implemented projects is the new 
bridge crossing the Cam, 
Chesterton bridge and related 
approach infrastructures, including 
the East Road Roundabout, 
constructed 1969

























The Elizabeth way bridge is one of the most impactful, 
intensive infrastructure development in Cambridge,  
requiring significant demolition and restructuring of the 
neighbourhood but also providing critical transport 
connectivity. It is a high-capacity road artery that has 
transformed traffic flow N/S, enabled suburban 
expansion, but also introduced significant 
environmental and social challenges to the local 
residential area



Arrival in the City. 
The bridge opening ceremony on 17th June 
1971was performed by Lord Rab Butler of 
Saffron Walden and attended by approximately 
150 delegates, including local business owners. 
When the bridge was opened, the first traffic to 
cross included an army lorry and a penny 
farthing.





Then and Now.
To the left an image showing balanced use by 
cars and pedestrians. The bridge and 
roundabout have since become a car dominated 
environment providing  limited opportunities for 
pedestrians and cyclists to dwell or explore the 
area in an around the infrastructure. 



Then & Now online collection 
Most recent developments are  the addition of housing 
programme under the bridge (2005), and the GCP’s 
intent to demolish and backfill the roundabout 
underpass (2023)



2005 addition of a housing block 
within the bridge undercroft. This is currently 
occupied and successfully housing tenants by 
the Cyrenians charity.



~2010-2023 proposal to demolish and backfill 
the underpass pedestrian connection at East 
Road/Elizabeth way roundabout. This was 
rejected by majority of respondents during public 
consultation. 



AT THE INTERSECTION OF 3 WARDS

The infrastructure requires an inter-ward 
collaboration, As a group we are promoting the 
site to become allocated as a cultural hub within 
the Eastern gate opportunity area S/PRIA/EG




