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Dear Sir/Madam  
 
RE: Greater Cambridge Shared Planning - Call for Sites Update 

Site: Car Park, NIAB Headquarters, 93 Lawrence Weaver Road, Cambridge, CB3 0LG   

HELAA REF: None, Proposed New Allocation 

This letter has been prepared by Ceres Property on behalf of NIAB Trust (NIAB) in relation to the above 
site to support the submission of this new site. 
 
We acknowledge that comments regarding wider planning or Local Plan matters are discouraged as 
part of this consultation and accordingly have kept this response brief and limited it to site specific 
matters. 
 
The Site 
 
The site is an underutilised surface car park associated with the NIAB and University of Cambridge Crop 
Science Laboratories and Headquarters on the northern side of Lawrence Weaver Road in North 
Cambridge. The site is located at the entrance to Darwin Green, a predominantly residential growth 
location with extensive new associated community facilities. A highly sustainable and accessible part of 
the city. 
 
In 2017 Cambridge City Council granted NIAB planning permission for the following development: 
 
Demolition of two existing dwellings, seed handling building, glass houses and associated structures, 
refurbishment of existing office building (DEFRA 1,080 sqm) and laboratory building (Bingham & Old 
Granary 2,186 sqm) and erection of new 3 storey laboratory building and energy centre (2,554 sqm), 
reception building (539sqm) new orbital cycleway link, access road, car parking and associated landscaping. 
 
The frontage Car Park formed part of this redevelopment which was subsequently implemented and 
completed in 2020. However, since occupation the use of this area of car parking has been very limited. 
The are also areas of further surface car parking located to the west and north of the existing buildings 
along with an extensive underground car park.  
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