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TECHNICAL NOTE 
 

Project: Land at Grange Farm, Cambridgeshire Ref: BMD.25.0144.TN.001 
Subject: Landscape & Visual Headliners Date: 02.07.2025 
Status: For Information Rev: E 

 
 
LANDSCAPE & VISUAL HEADLINES - TECHNICAL NOTE  

Introduction 

This Landscape and Visual Headlines Technical Note (TN) has been prepared by Bradley Murphy Design Ltd. 
(BMD) on behalf of the The Pampisford Estate, to inform promotion of a housing allocation on ‘Land at Grange 
Farm, Cambridgeshire’ (hereafter referred to as ‘the Site’, as shown by the red line boundary on Figure 1: Site 
Location and Study Area at Appendix A). This is a total of approximately 195 hectares. In addition, this 
Technical Note considers the potential for an enlarged scheme with the incorporation of adjoining land, under 
the ownership of Mr Franklin (hereafter referred to as ‘the Potential Expansion Land’, as shown by the blue line 
boundary on Figure 1: Site Location and Study Area at Appendix A). This is a further 179 hectares 
(approximately). This Technical Note was prepared by a chartered landscape architect, from BMD, with 5 years’ 
experience in private practice – overseen by an Associate Director with over 20 years’ experience in practice. 

The Site (see Figure 1: Site Location Plan at Appendix A) comprises several arable farmland fields 
separated, for the most part, by intensively maintained hedgerows. The Site lies directly south of the E2 
European Long Distance Route / The Roman Road / Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI) and is bound on its west 
and southern sides by the transport routes of the A11 and A1307, respectively. The eastern side remains 
relatively open to the neighbouring arable farmland - which, although under separate landownership by the 
Franklins, has potential for inclusion in the Proposed Development as part of an enlarged scheme. The high 
level landscape and visual implications of which are noted at the end of this technical note, albeit further work 
would be required to identify development capacity of this potential expansion land. 

A brief review of the following documents has been undertaken to understand, define and record the context, 
character, setting and sensitivity of the Site, to consider its capacity and that of the surrounding landscape and 
visual resource to accommodate development: 

• South Cambridgeshire Local Plan (Adopted September 2018): This Site is within the South 
Cambridgeshire District Council.  

• Greater Cambridge Local Plan (Regulation 18: Preferred Options 2021): Cambridge and South 
Cambridgeshire, described as “Greater Cambridge”, intends to submit a Local Plan (under the current 
plan making system) by December 2026.  

• Landscape East Integrated Landscape Character Objectives (November 2010) & Cambridgeshire 
Landscape Guidelines (1991): These identify regional and county Landscape Character Types (LCT’s) 
and Landscape Character Areas (LCA’s) - along with their key landscape characteristics and features. 

• Greater Cambridge Shared Partnership, Greater Cambridge Landscape Character Assessment 
(February 2021): This identifies the key local characteristics of the Greater Cambridge Landscape 
Character Areas. 

• Cambridge Green Infrastructure Strategy (June 2011): regarding strategic Green Infrastructure (GI) 
opportunities and initiatives. 
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Landscape Character Context 

At a regional level, as identified by Landscape East (2010), the southernmost portion of the Site is located 
within Lowland Village Chalklands - characterised by “Low lying, but gently rolling arable landscape, dissected 
by small streams, with a distinctive pattern of nucleated villages and a patchwork of woodlands and 
shelterbelts.” Whilst the remaining northern portion of the Site is located within Chalk Hills and Scarps, 
characterised by “prominent chalk hills, in places forming a distinct edge, often incised by dry valleys to create 
a rounded rolling landform.” 

At a county level, as identified in the Cambridgeshire Landscape Guidelines (1991), the entirety of the Site is 
located within the LCA Chalklands, characterised as a “largely arable landscape of complex settlement history, 
with apparent man-made impact upon the landscape, consisting of large fields with low, trimmed hedge 
boundaries and limited tree cover.”   

At a local level, as identified by Greater Cambridge Landscape Character Assessment (2021), the south 
western portion of the Site is located within the LCT 8: Lowland Chalklands – LCA 8A: Pampisford Lowland 
Chalklands, characterised as “a settled landscape comprising villages located on key historic routes along the 
River Cam and River Granta with a wooded character and strong sense of visual enclosure.” The remaining 
northern portion of the Site is located within the LCT 7: Chalk Hills – LCA 7A: Eastern Chalk Hills, characterised 
as “a gently rolling rural landscape of regular arable fields and ornamental shelterbelts with short views often 
featuring wind turbines.” 

The Site contains a variety of existing landscape and ecological features. Its current land use, of intensive 
farming, also features three distinct blocks of woodland plantations: Claypit Plantation, New Plantation and 
woodland associated with The Grange, all generally appearing as square, hard-edged woodland blocks. In 
addition, these plantations are connected to two notable hedgerows, containing hedgerow trees, running 
approximately east to west, along with several large carefully maintained A line hedges delineating the existing 
field pattern.  

The topography on Site gently slopes to the west, with low lying areas at  approximately 40m AOD in the north 
west and south west corners. The land rises to approximately 65m AOD along the eastern boundary - which 
is visually exposed up to the adjacent ridgeline (see Figure 2 at Appendix A) – which prevents visibility to the 
landscape beyond), with large carefully maintained A line hedges providing a limited degree of visual enclosure 
beyond the eastern Site boundary. 

There is built form on the Site at Grange Farm, comprising the farmhouse and several barns, none of which 
are statutory listed buildings. A dry aggregate waste recycling / transfer site is located in the north west of the 
Site. 

The Site’s northern boundary abuts the Roman Road (SSSI) / scheduled Roman Worstead Street / E2 
European Route Long Distance Footpath (Roman Road), introducing heritage and ecological sensitivities in 
this part of the Site. The A11 abuts the Site’s western boundary, as it follows the alignment of a former Roman 
Road. The A11 is well contained by mature woodland belts on either side, providing a strong sense of enclosure 
along the Site’s western boundary. 

In addition, an undesignated Tumuli (potential Bronze Age barrows) adjacent the western boundary, are 
marked on the Ordnance Survey mapping. – Although undesignated this adds further to the Site’s historical 
context and archaeological potential.  

Visual Analysis 

A number of publicly accessible viewpoints have been tested within the field, to determine the visual baseline 
of the Site and surrounding Study Area (see Appendix B). 
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Near distance views (within 1km) 

In regard to highest impact, the Roman Road (which abuts the Site’s northern boundary) is a highly susceptible 
receptor, as represented by Viewpoints 1a - 1f. Despite high hawthorn hedges restricting most visibility from 
the Roman Road immediately north of the Site, glimpsed and direct views can be experienced at varying 
distances along the Roman Road, due to gaps in vegetation at intervals along the route, 

From the south, Public Footpath Little Abington 2, which partially runs through the Site, has full unfiltered views 
into southern areas of the Site. The northern most portion of the Site is concealed from this location, due to the 
topography and on-site vegetation, as represented by Viewpoints 2a & 2b. Further south, views are 
obstructed from Great and Little Abington Conservation Area, due to the low lying topography adjacent the 
River Granta and the mature woodlands throughout the Conservation Area, as represented by Viewpoint 2c. 
From open spaces to the south, such as Abington Playing fields, views of the Site are obscured by the local 
topography and intervening vegetation - with a localised ridgeline, located east of the Site, visible from this 
location, as represented by Viewpoint 3. 

There is potential for views from a ridgeline to the east of the Site, however, this area has limited landscape 
amenity due to its inaccessibility to the public. The Site is visually contained from PRoW and the wider 
landscape beyond the ridgeline to the east, due to the intervening topography, as represented by Viewpoints 
4 & 5. 

To the west, Babraham Conservation Area is located approximately 850m, from the Site. The Conservation 
Area itself is well contained by local topography and surrounding mature woodland. Public Footpath Babraham 
4 runs east of the village, offering more open views. However, it is evident that the dense, mature vegetation 
along the A11 obstructs and physically separates the PRoW and the Site, as represented by Viewpoint 6. 

Middle distance views (Between 1km – 3km) 

Pampisford Hall Registered Park and Garden (RPG) is located approximately 1.5km south west of the Site. 
Although assessment of the RPG was not possible due to lack of access, it has been advised by residents of 
the Hall that, it is not possible to see the Site from Pampisford Hall. Viewpoint 7 demonstrates the dense 
vegetation enclosing the RPG. 

From the north west, along Public Byway Babraham 3 (as it passes a localised high point adjacent to Copley 
Hill), occasional gaps in the mature vegetation provide glimpsed views over the adjacent landscape. However, 
any potential views of the Site are obstructed by scattered mature woodland and the intervening undulating 
topography, as represented by Viewpoint 8. 

Long distance views (Beyond 3km) 

The following viewpoints, although further away, were assessed for visibility - due to the high sensitivity of their 
receptors and landscape designation. 

Wandlebury Country Park is located approximately 3km to the north west of the Site. Testing from the Public 
Byway Babraham 1 (along the eastern edge of the Country Park) shows the Site is obscured from this location 
by the intervening undulating topography and mature woodland blocks, as represented by Viewpoint 9. 

Harcamlow Way Long Distance Footpath / Fleam Dyke SSSI is located approximately 3km north east of the 
Site. From testing along the Long Distance Footpath (at a localised high point, adjacent to the scheduled 
monument of Mutlow Hill), it is evident that the Site is visually obscured by the dense vegetation running along 
the A11. 

Design Recommendations 

The Proposed Development will need to comply with the requirements of the South Cambridge Local Plan 
(2018) Policy HQ/1: Design Principles to achieve high quality design and make a positive contribution to the 
local and wider context.  
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BMD have liaised with SLR Archaeology & Heritage Consultants, to co-ordinate design recommendations 
aiming to conserve or enhance the setting of The Roman Road scheduled monument (located immediately 
north of the Site). The presence of Tumuli on the Site will require further input from SLR, to establish condition 
and significance - subject to the findings of these investigations, design recommendations may need to be 
adjusted accordingly. 

The following should be read in conjunction with Figure 3 at Appendix A. 

Scale, density, massing and form 

The scale, density, massing and form need to be considered and compatible with the local landscape. Within 
the northern portion of the Site, scale and density of development should remain low, at a maximum height of 
2 storeys to reduce potential impact to the Roman Road, avoid any adverse effect on glimpsed views from the 
north / east and to assist in assimilating development with the wider landscape.  

There is potential for taller development, at a maximum height of 4 storeys within a local centre, toward the 
centre of the Site (nestled between two central existing woodland blocks). The remainer of development is 
recommended at a maximum height of 3 storeys within the central and south western portions of the Site, 
visually set by the backdrop of road infrastructure of the A11 and adjoining A1307.  

We are currently unable to recommend taller heights in specific areas of the Site, due to the rural nature of the 
surrounding area and local landscape character – with a lack of reference (within the surrounding context) of 
higher built form, leaving uncertainty of landscape capacity to accommodate taller buildings. However, with 
limited intervisibility between the Site and the wider landscape, there may be possibility to go higher in certain 
parts of the Site - further LVIA testing would need to be carried out alongside masterplanning work. 

Landscape Mitigation  

Mitigation is required along the Site’s northern boundary, to transition between the Proposed Development and 
the Roman Road SSSI. The retention and enhancement of vegetation along this boundary is advised. A 
generous linear public open space, within the northern portion of the Site, would provide a further landscape 
buffer - with opportunities for appropriate native planting, suited to the setting of the SSSI, to provide 
enhancement to the condition of the SSSI. Alongside access to the Roman Road, the provision of an alternative 
public open space will potentially alleviate pressures of recreational use on the SSSI. Consultation with Natural 
England is advised, to judge the extent of mitigation required. 

Where possible, the retention of existing landscape features (such as woodland blocks and mature hedgerows) 
will help assimilate development on the Site with the local landscape character. In addition, along the Site’s 
eastern edge, there is potential to implement structural planning, preventing any adverse visual effects from 
the east, supplementing mitigation and further assimilating development with the local landscape.  

Climate adaptation 

Development proposals must accord with South Cambridge Local Plan (2018) Policy CC/1: Mitigation and 
Adaptation to Climate Change, to alleviate pressures of climate change.  

To alleviate flood risk arising from climate change, the Proposed Development is required to implement an 
appropriate drainage strategy. There is potential to propose a SuDS corridor (containing naturalised, multi-
functional SuDS features, such as swales and attenuation ponds) along the low lying western edge of the Site. 
There is potential for these to enhance biodiversity and contribute to on Site recreation, whilst also achieving 
their flood alleviation and water treatment functions. There is the potential to locate a basin in the southern 
most portion of the Site, adjacent the existing access road, to form an attractive ‘Gateway’ into the 
development. 
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In addition, extension would require development over a sand and gravel Mineral Safeguarding Area 
(Cambridge and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Development Plan 2012). It would be for the local authority 
to determine whether the social and economic need for housing outweighs the benefits of mineral extraction. 
Other than the Mineral Safeguarded Area, there are no landscape designations within the Potential Expansion 
Land.  

Due to the aforementioned level of containment, afforded to the Site by the eastern ridgeline, it is considered 
the landscape has the capacity to accommodate development further east – part way up the ridgeline (and 
potentially beyond but not on the ridge). Development east of the ridge will need to consider Alder Carr SSSI, 
south of Hildersham Road (SSSI ‘2’ illustrated on Figure 2 at Appendix A). However, expanding the Proposed 
Development has the potential to provide an ecological corridor between the two SSSIs (Roman Road and 
Alder Carr) along the localised ridgeline – connecting existing woodlands along the way.  

Woodland blocks along the ridgeline are visible from the west and south, therefore, in addition to the ecological 
benefits of planting a woodland belt along the ridgeline, any potential views of development will be screened 
and softened with a strong woodland backdrop. In addition, proposed green infrastructure along the eastern 
boundary and ridgeline will be required to filter and soften any potential views from Public Bridleway Hildersham 
2 (see Viewpoint 5). 

The Potential Expansion Land would result in the entirety of the Public Footpath Little Abington 2 being within 
the Application Site. Although this would result in a change to the overall character of the footpath, the 
opportunity for enhancements (such as surfacing and lighting) has potential to outweigh any adverse impacts, 
increasing accessibility and providing an opportunity for users to walk this route after dark. In addition, the 
inclusion of Public Footpath Little Abington 2 would provide a pedestrian focused route from Cambridge Road 
at Little Abingdon to the Roman Road, Long Distance Footpath – which continues onto the Gog Magogs and 
the City of Cambridge.  

The Potential Expansion Land is not considered to result in any greater impact on the Roman Road SSSI / 
Scheduled Monument, provided mitigation measures and design recommendations be extended along the 
entirety of the northern boundary of the potentially enlarged scheme. 

Summary 

The Roman Road SSSI / Scheduled Monument / Long Distance Footpath is a highly susceptible receptor, 
which needs design consideration at the masterplanning stage to accommodate heritage and ecological 
sensitivities, along with potential visual mitigation. Strong mitigation and design recommendations also present 
an opportunity for enhancement to the condition of the Roman Road SSSI and reduce adverse impacts, arising 
from frequent recreational use through proposed management and design. 

Visually, the Site benefits from a high level of containment: from the east, the undulating topography and local 
ridgelines obscure views from the wider landscape; and, the dense woodland belts planted by the landowner 
(The Pampisford Estate) flanking the A11, provide both physical and visual separation between the Site and 
any potential receptors to the west. Great and Little Abington Conservation Area are situated on lower lying 
topography, surrounded by dense woodland within the Conservation Area – with any adverse visual effects 
unlikely, from development at the heights recommended. 

There is potential to also expand development into the Franklin land to the east of the Site, partly rising up (but 
not onto the top of) the eastern ridgeline that dissects this land. Development of the Franklin land provides an 
opportunity to connect existing woodland and ecological habitats, on and beyond this land, whilst providing an 
elevated wooded backdrop to enhance containment of new development.  
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APPENDIX A: FIGURES 
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APPENDIX B: VIEWPOINT PHOTOGRAPHS 
















