










  

Building. Alternative layout could be more 
harmful. 

in a neutral impact on these heritage assets, taking 
account of their location relative to the proposed new 
development. Any impact could be mitigated by the 
introduction of additional planting within the site 
   

Archaeology Amber Cropmarks of late prehistoric and Roman 
settlement are recorded in the area 

Green An archaeological Desk-Based Assessment has been 
undertaken for the site, which was submitted alongside 
the First Proposals response in 2021. It concludes ‘there 
is no evidence to suggest that the study site contains 
any archaeological remains of sufficient importance to 
preclude or constrain development. Given the 
archaeological potential of the study site it is considered 
that further assessment of the archaeological potential 
should not be necessary to inform the allocation of the 
study site for residential development’.  
 

Accessibility 
to Services 
and Facilities 

Amber Distance to Primary School: Less than or Equal 
to 450m 
Distance to Secondary School: Greater than 
2,000m 
Distance to Healthcare Service: Greater than 
2,000m 
Distance to City, District or Rural Centre: Greater 
than 2,000m 
Distance to Local, Neighbourhood or Minor Rural 
Centre: Greater than 2,000m 
Distance to Employment Opportunities: Greater 
than 1,800m 
Distance to Public Transport: Less than or Equal 
to 450m 
Distance to Rapid Public Transport: Greater than 
1,800m 
Distance to proposed Rapid Public Transport: 
Less than or Equal to 1,800m 
Distance to Cycle Network: Less than or Equal to 
800m 
Adequate accessibility to key local services, 
transport, and employment opportunities 

Green The site location of the site allows for significant 
opportunities to improve accessibility given the provision 
of on-site facilities. For example, a key aim for Hardwick 
parish Council is to provide health facilities within the 
village. The application includes an opportunity to bring 
this forward. The RAG system should therefore take into 
account elements of the proposed development. 
 
As such, utilising the RAG system set out in the 
methodology, the proposal is considered to meet the 
following: 
 
Distance to primary school (Hardwick Community 
Primary School) – 2 points 
Distance to healthcare – on-site option – 2 points 
Distance to Local Neighbourhood or Minor Rural Centre 
– on site provision – 2 points 
Distance to Public Transport (bus stops along St Neots 
Road) – 2 points 
Distance to Rapid Public Transport – Future Cambourne 
to Cambridge busway – 2 points 
Distance to Cycle Network (St Neots Road adjacent to 
the site) – 2 points 



  

Proposed development would not require 
delivery of accompanying key services 
 

 
A reassessment in line with proposed on-site facilities 
demonstrates the site could achieve 12 points, which 
would therefore be ‘green’. 
 

Site Access Amber The proposed site is acceptable in principle 
subject to detailed design. 
There are potential access constraints, but these 
could be overcome through development. 

Green The methodology notes that to score green, access by 
all means must be possible. Whilst detailed drawings 
have yet to be finalised, the access points proposed 
ensure that the safe access points can be provided at 
the proposed vehicles access points and the 
pedestrian/cycle connections proposed, and there are 
no known matters that would preclude those coming 
forward. The access points have been subject to 
ongoing pre-application discussions with 
Cambridgeshire County Council and will be the result of 
collaborative discussions as a result.  
 
It is therefore considered that the site would meet the 
criteria within the HELAA to be scored ‘green’. 
 

Transport and 
Roads 

Amber The A428 corridor cannot accommodate large 
levels of growth. Multi-modal strategic solutions 
are required to unlock growth. The Highway 
Authority will, therefore, not allow a development 
which generates a severe impact on the Highway 
Network. 
This development is also likely to increase the 
level of traffic on the B1046 which has existing 
capacity issues due to the level of rat running 
caused by the A428. Local capacity assessments 
are likely to show local junctions are over  
capacity without the development. 
Any potential impact on the functioning of trunk 
roads and/or local roads could be reasonably 
mitigated. 
 

Green The methodology research is considered out of date, 
given reference to the Cambridgeshire Autonomous 
Metro. Local transport matters have evolved with the 
Cambourne to Cambridge Busway and Scotland Farm 
Park and Ride coming forward, and Hardwick also being 
connected to the Comberton Greenway now under 
development. Both allow for sustainable links to 
Cambridge and Cambourne. It is also anticipated that 
Cambourne will benefit from an EWR railway station in 
the future, allowing for good links to the west of the 
country. These sustainability options will reduce impact 
upon the B1046. 

Air Quality Amber Reasonably large site and lots of residential units 
- potential for AQMA traffic impact without 
mitigation 

Green The site is not located in an AQMA area. The evidence 
of harm is not available, but it is considered the site is at 
low risk in regard to air quality. 



  

 
Contamination 
and Ground 
Stability 

Amber Potential for historic contamination, conditions 
required 

Green A Phase 1 Geo-Environmental Report has been 
undertaken, which was submitted alongside the First 
Proposals response in 2021. It concludes ‘the site is 
considered to present negligible contamination risk, 
associated with current and potentially infilled ponds, 
which can be easily addressed through development’.  
 
In line with the green score, the site is considered 
capable of being developed as there are unlikely to be 
any contamination/ground stability issues. 

 




