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Above: View of the  
river scrapes

Right: Aerial view of 
the river scrapes and 
River Granta wetland

The River Granta and Flood 
Management
Flood Risk and Ground Water: The existing 
Babraham Research Campus is largely located in 
Flood Zone 1, land that has a low risk of flooding.  
In addition, ground water within the site is at 
depth and therefore flood risks due to groundwater 
issues are low. 

The River Granta runs within the site and the 
land immediately bordering the river encroaches 
into the Flood Zone of the river. This river is 
maintained by the Environment Agency and as 
such requires a 9m maintenance strip to be left 
each side of the river where no development can 
occur. The current site development adopts a 
strategy where development is located outside of 
the maintenance strip of the river and outside any 
areas prone to flood risk. 

Site investigations carried out within the Campus 
indicate that the underlying soil comprises topsoil 
over sand with underlying bedrock being chalk 
at shallow depth. The underlying soil is suitable 
for infiltration drainage techniques such as 
soakaways.  These techniques are the preferred 
method of dealing with surface water run off as 
they minimise any flood risk issues.
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Surface Water Strategy: Surface water at the site 
currently discharges via local piped networks and 
these typically terminate at soakaways, however 
there are isolated instances where the surface 
water discharges directly to the river under 
controlled conditions. 

New development at the Campus will be planned 
to avoid increased vulnerability to the range of 
impacts arising from climate change. It will also 
take into account advice from the Environment 
Agency (EA) and other relevant flood risk 
management bodies, such as the lead local flood 
authority and internal drainage board. This 
requires drainage design to consider infiltration 
first, then watercourses with connection to sewers 
as the least preferred option. For the Campus, 
the use of infiltration drainage techniques is 
feasible. However wider benefits in adopting other 
sustainable drainage features will also be included 
in any design to improve diversity and control 
groundwater pollution.

Recently, we have been working with the Wild 
Trout Trust (WWT) who, in partnership with the 
EA, have completed works to improve the River 
Granta where it runs through the Campus. These 
and future works are intended help mitigate future 
flood risk and enhance the River Granta as an 
ecology asset.
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Illustrative 
Masterplan
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The development of the masterplan considers the long-term 
requirements of the Campus - putting at its heart the 
landscape and community in which it sits and the life 
science research and innovation it supports - to ensure 
the purposeful growth of the site for the benefit of those 
that work here, the local community, the wider regional life 
science cluster and the UK research base as a whole.

The suite of technical reports have 
informed the Illustrative Masterplan 
for the Campus.
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Summary of 
Public Benefits5

low carbon travel and reduce reliance on private 
car journeys.

• Achieving at least 20% Biodiversity Net Gain as a 
result of the extensive network of retained green 
spaces providing opportunities for an increase 
in natural habitat and ecological features.

• Mitigating flood risk through the creation of 
additional flood plains and flood scrapes. 

• Enriching landscape and providing an array of 
new publicly accessible green open spaces.

• An embedded net zero carbon strategy from the 
outset to ensure a positive, local response to 
climate change. 

• Areas of retained Green Belt land with the 
opportunity for compensatory improvements as 
per national planning policy guidance. 

• New and enhanced opportunities for informal 
and formal recreation, with links connecting to 
local towns and villages to help promote health 
and wellbeing.

S
e

c
ti

o
n

 5

The proposed Campus development will deliver a number of 
benefits across the objectives of sustainable development:   

Economic Benefits
• Supporting the Life Science Cluster as an 

important part of the local, regional and national 
economy.

• Bringing economic benefit from the growing 
successful Cambridge Life Science Cluster into 
the Babraham Research Campus.

• Ensure the continued growth and success of the 
world renowned Babraham Institute. 

• Supporting major infrastructure investments 
proposed for the area, acting as a catalyst for 
wider opportunities for economic growth.

• Facilitate circa 1200 net additional jobs.

• Create wide ranging career development 
opportunities both in and beyond STEM.

• Provide STEM career pathways, through to 
academic PhD Studentships. 

Social and Environmental Benefits
• Delivering new Campus linked housing provision.

• Delivering new on-site Campus facilities 
including new retail and nursery provision.

• Creating an eminently walkable place to 
promote active lifestyle and well-being.

• Providing convenient connections to existing 
and proposed strategic transport infrastructure 
and key transport hubs to promote sustainable, 
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