
Having outlined the main parameters, 

this section will establish the conceptual 

narrative of the masterplan and how it 

is shaped from the outside in, through 

an understanding and response to its 

setting within the context of the city.

A LANDSCAPE-LED 
MASTERPLAN
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One of Cambridge’s most distinctive features 
is the definition of its edge and the relationship 
between city and countryside. Hundreds of years 
of expansion have left markings through the 
position of key buildings, infrastructure or landscape 
features. The definition of any further expansion 
of Cambridge is as much a landscape proposition 
as it is an urban development proposal. The 
shaping of the landscape edge and the definition 
of the enhanced Green Belt are to be underwritten 
by defined landscape principles which will be 
delivered through providing one hectare of Green 
Belt enhancement area for every hectare of 
development:

•	Protect, manage, and connect isolated patches of 
landscape such as hedgerows, designated nature 
reserves, SSSI, areas of tree planting, and water 
courses.

•	Maintain separation between settlements with 
clearly defined, purposeful landscape providing 
greater useability by all.

•	Create an accessible network of 
open spaces and active travel 

5.1	 LANDSCAPE PRINCIPLES
routes which encourage healthy living, provide 
better access to nature, and provides recreation 
infrastructure and play opportunities for all 
residents regardless of age, sex, or race.

•	Deliver on the ambitious policy targets to improve 
the quality, quantity and accessibility of landscape 
and natural green spaces.

•	Harness the open space requirements of new 
settlements to enhance the existing arable fields 
to improve the overall landscape quality and 
its performance as green infrastructure, blue 
infrastructure, and biotic habitat.

•	Enhance the approaches into and out of 
Cambridge which are defined by their 
topography and landscape condition.

•	Maintain and enhance key long-range views to 
and from Cambridge and the countryside.
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Topography

Although the topography in South Cambridge is subtle, the gently 
undulating surface has largely determined the pattern and character 
of human settlement. Watershed, ridge lines, and promontories are 
articulated as commons grazing land, stable ground for settlements 
and causeway transportation routes. The topography shapes key 
views and ultimately the pattern of future southerly expansion of 
Cambridge.

Watershed

The River Cam and Hobson’s Brook flow northward, fed by the runoff 
of the low chalk hills south of Cambridge. A gentle ridge, marked 
by the route of Cambridge Road, separates the two watercourses 
pushing the River Cam to the west and Hobson’s Brook northward to 
the centre of Cambridge. This area attracted historic Bronze Age and 
Roman settlements.

Landscape character

The unique landscape characteristics of the chalk hill, claylands, 
and river valleys should define not only the proposed landscape 
response but also the relationship between development edge and 
countryside.

Cultural heritage

The hidden stories of South Cambridgeshire’s past should be 
protected, enhanced, and interpreted for all to experience.

A landscaped prospect of the city

Create a clearly defined landscape structure as an edge to the 
prospect of Cambridge which screens or softens the transition from 
development to countryside. This is a distinctive characteristic of 
Cambridge which is evident as far back as the illustrations of the 
Prospect of Cambridge from 1688 which show layers of settlement 
overlaid with formal and informal planting.

5.2	A NATURAL EXTENSION TO CAMBRIDGE

Landscaped approaches

Each route in and out of Cambridge is defined by unique landscape 
characteristics which relate to the differing landscape conditions around 
the city. What is common to all is that the natural landscape slowly 
becomes organised with areas of woodland transitioning to legible 
individual trees, and tree lined streets. The approaches from the south 
differ as Hauxton Road rises towards the city and Babraham Road 
descends. These subtleties should be embraced and enhanced.
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5.3	THE ILLUSTRATIVE MASTERPLAN

This new neighbourhood of Cambridge will provide 
over 4.8 million sqft of employment space to support 
the projected needs of CBC over the next 30 years, 
through a range of uses including clinical, R&D, 
conferencing, hotel, leisure and retail. 5000 new 
homes with associated social infrastructure including 
open spaces and new schools, will complement the 
commercial uses to create the conditions to house a 
new thriving and sustainable community.

Hobson’s 
Park
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5.4	USES AND CHARACTER AREAS

Predominant Life Sciences 
commercial
Life Sciences other commercial and 
high density homes

Predominant low density homes

High and low density homes

General commercial and  
low density homes

General commercial and community

Community and low density homes

Community and high density homes
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