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Transport Appraisal Note 

Proposed Housing Scheme 

Land South of St Neots Road, Hardwick 

1.0 Introduction  
 

Rossi Long Consulting (RLC) have been commissioned by ‘Pigeon Investment Management 
Limited’ on behalf of ‘Pigeon Land 2 Limited’ and ‘The Landowners’, to prepare a Transport 
Appraisal Note for ‘Land at St Neots Road, Hardwick’ to be referred to hereafter as ‘the Site’. 
 
The purpose of which is to support the inclusion of the Site within the Emerging Greater Cambridge 
Local Plan - for approximately 150 new homes on land to the south of St Neots Road, Hardwick. 
 
The ‘Issues and Options’ consultation is currently open – whereby proposed sites will be assessed 
on their merits for inclusion within the Local Plan. 

 
The proposed scheme represents a moderate extension to the existing residential area off St Neots 
Road to the west of the village of Hardwick, Cambridgeshire.  
 
Hardwick is a small village located approximately 10km to the west of the city of Cambridge. The 
village is situated a short distance to the east of the newly built village of Cambourne. 
 
Previous discussions with the County Highways Transport Assessment Team indicated they 
consider Hardwick to be sustainable in terms of its close proximity to the A428 and existing bus 
services.   

This note describes the transport conditions relating to the proposed Site (existing conditions), 
details the proposed scheme and quantifies what (if any) impact the development proposals may 
have upon the surrounding transport network.   

The local walking and cycling network are also considered, along with connectivity to the local 
community centre and local schools.  

In accordance with current best practice, a Transport Assessment and Travel Plan report will be 
prepared to support a planning application – which will build on the information provided within this 
note, and will demonstrate the sustainability of the development proposed.  

Transport Assessments support national and local planning policy, which sets out that the planning 
system should actively manage patterns of growth in order to make the fullest possible use of 
public transport, walking and cycling and focus development in locations which are or can be made 
sustainable. 
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2.0 Local and National Policy 
The proposed scheme is located within the jurisdiction of South Cambridgeshire District Council (as 
Local Planning Authority) and Cambridgeshire County Council (as Local Highway Authority). 

In preparing this report, Rossi Long Consulting has considered the following policy documents: 

• Cambridgeshire Long-term Transport Strategy to 2031; and 

• Cambridgeshire’s Third Local Transport Plan 2011-2026. 

• Cambridgeshire Design Guide for Streets and Public realm 

• Greater Cambridge Partnerships ‘Cambourne to Cambridge Better Public Transport 
Project’ 

The key highlights of the Cambridgeshire Long-term Transport Strategy, pertinent to the proposed 
development, are the proposals for bus links and priority measures on the A428 and also additional 
park and ride capacity. 

The Cambourne to Cambourne project is made up of three key elements which will benefit the 
scheme: a public transport link between Cambourne and Cambridge, a new Park and Ride facility 
off the A428/A1303 to supplement the existing Madingley Road Park and Ride, and new cycling 
and walking facilities. 

Since Hardwick is located twixt Cambourne and Cambridge these proposed measures will benefit 
those living there and enable modal shift away from single occupancy car use, particularly as the 
public transport and cycling/walking facilities should all improve movement into Cambridge city 
centre along Madingley Road. The outline business case is for these works to be constructed from 
2022, with an opening date in late 2024. 

Latest guidance on the current planning process is provided in the ‘National Planning Policy 
Framework’ (NPPF) published in February 2019.  Technical guidance is provided within the NPPF 
to assist good practice. 

In accordance with both the Emerging Greater Cambridge Local Plan and the NPPF, it is 
understood that planning policy has a ‘Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development’.   

3.0 Accessibility 
Walking & Cycling 

The Site is located close to an existing residential area within close walking and cycling distance of 
local dwellings, services and facilities – including local shops and a primary school. 

Therefore, the provision of the proposed scheme on a Site such as the one proposed will help 
reduce the impact of the scheme on climate change and improve the health and wellbeing of those 
living and visiting there. 

To the east of the Site segregated cycle lanes are provided on both the northern and southern 
sides of St Neots Road, providing a safe route of travel for cyclists from the Site to/from the centre 
of Hardwick village. These cycle lanes form part of a cycle route from Cambourne in the west to 
Cambridge city centre to the east, and will be improved to provide a connection to the site. 
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The facilities and services provided within the village of Hardwick are a short walk to the east of the 
Site – with the primary school and local shops all within approximately 1km walking distance from 
the Site.  
 
It is noted that there are existing traffic calming measures in place on St Neots Road to the east of 
the site – the appropriateness of which post development would be discussed with the local 
highway authority as part of any planning application. 
 
RLC Drawing No. 191355/SK-001 shows the local connectivity and is appended to this report. 
 
With the addition of the proposed footways, safe routes for pedestrians are provided to all facilities, 
services and schools in Hardwick. The proposed scheme would therefore integrate well within the 
surrounding area.  
 
Additionally, as mentioned previously, measures are proposed to improve walking and cycling into 
Cambridge city centre to the east. 
 
Public Transport 

Additionally, the existing public transport network is easily accessible by foot with an excellent level 
of service to nearby residential areas and Cambridge city centre provided Mondays to Sundays. 

Existing bus stop facilities are provided well within the recommended 400m walking distance from 
the site, with the Stage Coach ‘Citi 4’ service providing an excellent connection from Hardwick to 
and from Cambourne and Cambridge city centre every 20 minutes throughout the working day from 
Mondays to Saturdays. This service is provided at an hourly frequency on Sundays. The latest bus 
timetable for this service is provided appended to this report. 

Additionally, as mentioned previously within this report, a new Park and Ride bus service is 
proposed for land to the north-east of the A428/Scotland Road junction, along with improvements 
to public transport services between Cambourne and Cambridge city centre. This will further 
enhance public transport connectivity to/from Hardwick. 

4.0 Site Access Strategy 
Access to the Site would be taken from an existing track from St Neots Road to the north of the 
Site. St Neots Road  is an established residential access road, with a pedestrian footway provided 
on its southern side. The existing speed limit on St Neots Road is 40mph. 
 
It is proposed to upgrade the existing access to provide a 5.5m highway with one 2m wide footway 
and one 3m wide shared use footway/cycleway.  
 
The footways would connect with the existing provision on St Neots Road, with upgrades to 
existing provision provided as appropriate. The existing laybys on St Neots Road would be 
reinstated to verge/footway (as appropriate) as part of the footway works (and to also preserve 
visibility splays from the site access junction).  
 
Visibility of 120m is shown to be available in both directions from a 4.5m set-back, in accordance 
with both the road type and speeds on St Neots Road.  RLC Drawing Ref: 191355/SK-002 shows 
the initial site access proposals and is provided as an appendix to this report.  
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The site layout will be designed to accord with local highway authority requirements, with 
appropriate tuning head facilities provided to allow vehicles such as refuse vehicles to turn and 
enter/egress the Site in forward gear. Both car and cycle parking will be provided in accordance 
with current local parking guidelines. 
 
Further access for pedestrians, cyclists, and emergency vehicles can be provided from the eastern 
boundary of the Site along an existing track north to St Neots Road.  
 

5.0 Highway Safety 
It is important to review and identify any significant highway safety issues and provide an analysis 
of the recent accident history of the study area. 

The Government has released accident data for England and Wales under the OGL open data 
licence. Based on this data the ‘Crashmap’ website enables accidents to be shown on a map. 

‘Crashmap’ uses data collected by the police about road traffic accidents occurring on British roads 
where someone is injured. This data is approved by the National Statistics Authority and reported 
on by the Department for Transport each year.  The site uses data obtained directly from official 
sources but compiled into an easy-to-use format showing each incident on a map. 

A check has been made of the accident records in the vicinity of the Site on St Neots Road, 
Hardwick.  

No ‘slight’, ‘serious’ or ‘fatal’ accidents have been recorded within the locality of the site access 
during the most recent 5-year period available from 2014 to 2018 inclusive. 

One ‘serious’ accident was recorded on the southern roundabout of the grade-separated junction to 
the east of the Site, and a ‘slight’ accident was recorded on St Neots Road further to the east of the 
grade-separated junction. 

The absence of accidents recorded in the vicinity of the Site indicates that there are no inherent 
safety concerns to take into account of in the local area. A plan showing the location of accidents 
which have occurred local to the Site is provided below. 

It is therefore considered that there is no reason why the scheme proposals should significantly 
impact upon highway safety in this area. 
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6.0 Scheme Trip Generation 
By way of a guide, the TRICS (Trip Rate Information Computer System) has been interrogated to 
provide an estimate of the quantum of additional vehicular trips the additional dwellings may 
generate. 

In summary, the analysis shows that each dwelling will generate approximately 0.3 departures and 
0.2 arrivals per dwelling in the AM peak. This pattern is reversed in the PM peak.  

Based on proposals for 150 dwellings, this equates to approximately 75 two-way vehicular 
movements in each of the peak periods. 

At approximately 1 additional vehicular movement to or from the Site per minute during the peak 
hour, local knowledge suggests that the quantum of additional trips is unlikely to cause any 
capacity issues on the local highway network. 

In terms of pedestrians and cyclists, the TRICS database suggests that a scheme of 150 homes 
could generate/attract in the region of 20 pedestrian and up to 5 cycle movements in each of the 
peak hours. It could also generate approximately 4-5 additional public transport users, although 
given the site location and good public transport provision this figure is likely to be higher.  

7.0 Summary 
This Transport Appraisal Note has been prepared by Rossi Long Consulting to support the 
inclusion of the Site within the Emerging Greater Cambridge Local Plan - for approximately 150 
new homes on land to the north of St Neots Road, Hardwick. 

In summary, the Site is located on the western fringe of the existing residential area of the village of 
Hardwick; therefore, the Site is within reasonable walking and cycling distance of existing facilities 
and services.  

Pedestrian and cycle facilities will be provided from the Site to connect with existing routes. In 
addition, the Site is within close walking distance of existing frequent public transport services to 
Cambourne and Cambridge city centre.  Bus stops are located a short distance to the east of the 
Site on St Neots Road. 

Analysis of the TRICS trip-rate database indicates that the impact of the development on the 
surrounding lightly trafficked highway network is likely to be small. 

A review of the personal injury accident data for the highway network in the vicinity of the Site 
shows no accident clusters or blackspots which are likely to be exacerbated by the scheme 
proposals. 

In accordance with current best practice a Transport Assessment and Travel Plan report will be 
prepared to support a planning application.  


















