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1.0 Introduction  
1.1 This Village Assessment provides a high level socio-economic assessment of Shepreth village, 

covering open space, community infrastructure and employment.  It has been prepared by 
Bidwells LLP to understand the opportunities and benefits that development in the village can 
bring, based on desk top research. 

1.2 The Assessment draws together its findings through a SWOT analysis, identifying the strength, 
weakness, opportunities and threats to the village.  This has informed proposals for development 
in the village.  This report should be read in conjunction with the Housing Assessment and Vision 
Document prepared by Bidwells LLP, both of which are submitted as part of representations to 
GCPA during the Issues and Options stage of its Local Plan consultations. 
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Sport pitches 

2.11 The village has a 1.71ha of sports pitches, principally used for football and cricket located at the 
Recreation Ground.  The ground is used by Shepreth FC for matches and practice, and changing 
facilities are provided in the Village Hall.    

2.12 In quantitative terms this pitch provision is adequate, exceeding the 1.24ha of pitches that SCDC 
standards indicate would be required in a development of 778 people.  However, the changing 
facilities are poor.   Furthermore, the range of sports offered is limited.  There are no facilities for 
tennis, bowls, netball, or a multi-use games area (MUGA).   As a result, residents rely on 
provision in nearby villages for other sports.  

Community Growing Space 

2.13 Community growing spaces in Shepreth consist of allotments and a recently planted community 
orchard.  There are 0.24ha of allotments, some 0.06ha below the quantity suggested by SCDC 
population standards, although there are some vacant plots (as per Jan 2020).  The quality of 
allotments is rated poor in the 2013 SCDC Recreation Study5. 

Informal Open Space 

2.14 Informal open spaces (as opposed to Informal Play Space) are used by people of all ages for 
informal unstructured recreation such as walking, relaxing, or a focal point, ranging from formal 
planted areas and meeting places to wilder, more natural spaces, including some green linkages. 

2.15 The village has one area of informal open space, 0.22ha at Old School Grounds.  This 
constitutes an underrepresentation of informal open space, when compared to the preferred 
population standards. However, the village has a good network of public rights of way, providing 
access to local countryside and beauty spots such as the River Shep. It also has a cemetery, at 
All Saints Church, which offers peaceful recreation opportunities.  

2.16 The village is also home to Docwra Garden (Shepreth) and Shepreth Wildlife Park, which offer 
formal outdoor recreation activities. 

                                                      

 

5 South Cambridge District Council (July 2013) Recreation and Open Space Study   
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Figure 2.1- Open space and community facilities in Shepreth 
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4.0 Education 
4.1 There is one pre-school in the village (Happy Bunnies Nursery School), which operates from the 

village hall. However, there is no primary or secondary education in Shepreth, hence children 
travel mainly to Barrington Primary School and Melbourn Village College.   Post 16 education is 
provided in a number of village colleges and sixth form colleges in Cambridge. 

4.2 Barrington Primary School was recently expanded (Sept 2019) to become a 1FE school with a 
capacity of 210 places19. However, as at November 2019 the school was reported to have a total 
capacity of 140, with 40 unfilled places (Table 4.1).  

4.3 Planning for the provision of primary school places is the responsibility of Cambridgeshire County 
Council, who plan on the basis of School Planning Areas (SPA) to absorb short term fluctuations 
in student numbers at individual schools. 

4.4 Shepreth falls within Melbourn Rural 1 SPA (8731138) comprising 6 schools in Barrington, 
Foxton, Hauxton, Thriplow and Fowlmere), offering a combined PAN of 799 places (as of 
November 2019).  All schools except Thriplow Primary School have spare capacity: collectively 
101 places are unfilled in the Planning Area (Table 4.2).  The County Council estimate that spare 
capacity for primary school places in this SPA will continue in the short term but will decline to 
negligible levels by 2022/23. Pressure on school places is likely to increase with more 
development in Harston, but no additional facilities are planned. 

4.5 Secondary school places for 740 students is provided at Melbourn Village College. It and 
Bassingbourn Village College constitute Bassingbourn Melbourn Secondary SPA (8732220) 
offering a total of 1365 places (for 11-16 year olds).   

4.6 Melbourn Village College currently has 144 unfilled places, while Bassingbourn is over capacity 
by 16 pupils (October 2019). The Council have identified, in their 2019-2020 Education 
Organisation Plan, that the ‘pressure for places at Melbourn Village college is increasing’ (Pg.64) 
and that ‘options to create additional capacity at the school is underway’. This is supported by the 
data on future capacity predictions (Table 4.2) which shows spare capacity is absorbed by 2022 
but increases again by 2023.  

4.7 In terms of accessibility, parts of Shepreth are within three miles of Melbourn Village College and 
therefore could be accessed by walking or cycling. Depending on location, some students living 
in Shepreth may also be eligible for free bus transport provided by the school for those living in 
the catchment villages (if more than three miles from the college). The north of the village is 
within two miles of Barrington primary school and could be accessed by walking, via PROW 
between Shepreth and Barrington. Otherwise, access relies on public transport.  

19 Cambridgeshire County Council (2019) Cambridgeshire 0-19 Education Organisation Plan 2019/20, 
Pg. 50 and 51 
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6.0 Employment 

Economic activity 

6.1 Economic activity data provides a measure of whether or not a person was an active participant 
in the labour market.  The latest data available that covers an area small enough that it can 
primarily relate to Shepreth is the Census in 2011. This geography is shown in Figure 6.1   

Figure 6.1 LSOA E01018270 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.2 At this time 829 residents (aged 16-74) were economically active of whom 608 (73%) were in 
work, a slightly lower percentage than in the district (76%).  Of those economically inactive, the 
majority were retired (65%), 12 % were students and 14% looked after home or family. 

6.3 Compared to South Cambridgeshire, self-employment and part-time work is more prevalent 
among Shepreth residents (25%: 20% self employed, 25%:24% part-time workers).  This 
indicates a need for social infrastructure to support people while working from home. 

Homeworking and flexible space 

6.4 In the eastern region 13% of the workforce work from home, either within the home, within the 
home grounds or from different places but with home as the main base, reflecting the national 
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● ‘Expand and build upon the clusters and networks that have enabled Cambridge to 
become a global leader in innovative growth’ (Pg.9).  

6.10 Shepreth already plays a part in supporting the clusters and could expand its role with additional 
employment land, as well as housing to support the growing workforce.    

6.11 Research by the Cambridge and Peterborough Independent Economic Commission (IEC)24 
reinforces this conclusion.  It found that knowledge based industries (KI) tend to agglomerate and 
if KI companies can’t stay in Cambridge then they are most likely to relocate abroad.   For non-KI, 
dispersal is more common in order to benefit from cheaper costs and spatially discrete markets.  
Figure 6.2 taken from CPIER, shows KI business hotspots have grown bigger / intensified but 
there has also been increase in the number of KI on sites immediately adjacent to the hotspots, 
creating a denser pattern around Cambridge that reflects the provision of commercial space.  
This suggests that the KI cluster has expanded its geography to include high quality commercial 
premises in surrounding towns and villages.  CPIER notes that that deeper networks building on 
smaller clusters on the periphery of Cambridge could help spread the ‘Cambridge effect’.  
Similarly, the volume of non-KI businesses has increased both within and beyond the KI cluster. 

6.12 CPIER also notes a missed opportunity to supply these clusters from within the region: 10.8% of 
supplies come from within the company’s local area (30mile radius) while 27.8% came from 
overseas25.   

Conclusion 

6.13 Shepreth is a proven employment location serving the cluster and the local area.  As the KI 
clusters and non-KI expand around Cambridge, Shepreth provides an ideal location on a train 
line for employment land and housing to deliver the economic growth of the region. 

 

 

  

                                                      

 

24 CPIEC (2018) Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Independent Economic Review (CPIER) 
25 CPIER p54 
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Figure 6.2 Cluster growth and Location of Non KI businesses 
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7.4 Sports pitches: The current quantum of sports pitch provision is adequate to meet the needs of 
the existing population but not the additional residents generated as a result of the new 
development.  This could be an opportunity to diversity the range of sports facilities on offer in the 
village, which is currently limited to football and cricket. This could be achieved by onsite 
provision of sports pitches or through the provision of funding to augment and enhance existing 
sports pitches at the Recreation Ground.  

7.5 Play area:  SCDC guidance supports LAPs within 100m walking distance of dwellings. The new 
development is outside the catchment of all 3 existing play areas (Figure 2.1). However, based 
on the number of dwellings proposed (>200), we recommend that a NEAP be provided onsite, as 
per the SCDC standards (Appendix 1). This should have a 1200m2 activity zone, be fenced, with 
a minimum of 8 pieces of equipment. This would also help to address existing deficiencies in the 
village for play equipment for older children. 

7.6 Allotments: the current provision of allotments in the village is comparable to the SCDC 
standards and as of January 2020 there were vacant plots available. There is also a community 
orchard located at the Recreation Ground. Taking this into consideration along with the fact that 
the need for allotments in the village is likely to be small given the rural environment and size of 
the gardens, community growing space is unlikely to be required as part of the new development.  

7.7 Informal Open Space: Given that existing provision of informal open space falls below the 
standards, on-site informal open space of a scale above what the standards require, could 
provide facilities for existing residents and those of the new development. Such spaces should be 
provided within or adjoining new housing development and incorporate existing landscape 
features such as mature trees, wildflower meadows and hedgerows, appropriate new planting, 
and a mechanism for long-term management of the developing landscape.  

7.8 In addition, structural landscaping should be designed so that it is capable for use for informal 
recreation e.g. dog walking. 

Community Buildings 

7.9 When the SCDC standard of 111m2/1000 population is applied, 40m2 additional hall space would 
need to be provided as a result of the new development.   However, the current hall already 
provides 26m2 over and above the standard.  Looking at the position in a practical sense, the 
Village Hall is of a suitable size for a wide range of activities which would be boosted by 
additional residents in the village.   The intensification of use is likely to be absorbed, given it is 
not fully let, but a full audit of need should be undertaken, at an appropriate time to ascertain if 
additional facilities at the village hall are required to meet the needs of the new residents and 
ensure undue pressure on existing services is not created.   

7.10 The Village Hall is currently used as a pavilion for the sports pitches, but is not located 
immediately adjacent.  This is a facility that is needed in the village, although careful 
consideration should be given to how it would be managed and maintained. 














