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Phase Timing Route Features 

1A 2018-22 ‘Isaac Newton Line’. Cambridge Central 
Rail station > Trumpington (M11) > 
Addenbrookes > Sawston > Granta Park. 

Overground. Convert southern Cambridge 
Guided Busway (CGB). Supports Biomedical 
Campus and Biotech Cluster. 

1B 2018-24 ‘Isaac Newton Line’. Cambridge Central 
Rail station > City Centre > West Campus 
> Eddington > Girton Interchange. 

Underground (~3.2 km) in City centre. 
Overground from West Campus > Girton 
Interchange. 

2 2022-24 Girton Interchange > Cambourne Overground. Supports housing growth. Links 
Cambourne to Cambridge city centre, West 
Campus, rail station. 

3 2022-25 Cambridge Central Rail station > 
Cambridge North > Science Park > Wing 
> Newmarket Road P&R. 

Underground (~3 km) between rail stations. 
Serves NE city. Links Science Park to Biomedical 
Campus. 

4 2024-26 ‘Darwin Line’. Eddington > Girton > 
Darwin Green > Science Park 

Overground. Enables ‘Circle Line’. Links West 
Campus to Science Park. Supports Darwin 
Green housing. Serves northern villages.  

5 2024-26 Granta Park > Haverhill Overground. Supports housing growth. Links 
West Suffolk to Cambridge. Supports 
Biomedical Campus and Biotech cluster. 

6 2027-28 Cambridge North > Milton > Waterbeach Overground. Supports housing growth. Links 
Waterbeach / Milton to Cambridge. Supports 
business on A10 and close to Cottenham. 

7 2028-30 Cambourne > St Neots Overground. Links A1 and East Coast Mainline 
to Cambridge. Supports housing growth 
Wyboston / Tempsford. 

Future  Cambridge North > St Ives > Huntingdon. Overground. Northern CGB conversion. Extend 
to Huntingdon. 

Future  Newmarket Road > Burwell Overground. Link Burwell to Cambridge. 
Potential extension to Mildenhall longer-term. 
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Figure 1 The Cambridge Connect ‘Isaac Newton Line’ and city network (delivery phases indicative) 
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Figure 2 Cambridge Light Rail – Regional network and integration with heavy rail network (delivery phases indicative) 
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http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/citydeal/info/2/transport/9/transport%202016
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 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 BioMedical Campus & simulated view of new AstraZeneca HQ  (Image: AstraZeneca press 
resources)
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http://www.babraham.co.uk/
http://cambridge-biomedical.com/
http://www.cambridgebusinesspark.co.uk/
http://www.cambridgeresearchpark.com/
http://www.cambridgesciencepark.co.uk/
http://www.cambridgeahead.co.uk/about-cambridge/the-business-ecosystem/capital-park.co.uk
http://www.chesterfordresearchpark.com/
http://www.grantapark.co.uk/
http://www.ideaspace.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.completelyscienceparks.co.uk/science-parks/scheme/Peterhouse-Technology-Park-Cambridge.html
http://www.cambridgeahead.co.uk/about-cambridge/the-business-ecosystem/stjohns.co.uk
http://www.westcambridge.co.uk/
http://www.visionparkcambridge.com/
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Biomedical-science/Funded-projects/Major-initiatives/Wellcome-Trust-Sanger-Institute/Wellcome-Trust-Genome-Campus/index.htm
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 Journeys / 
day  
(thousand) 

Journeys / 
year  
(million) 

Percentage 
by Light Rail 
(%) 

Journeys by 
Light rail / 
year  (million) 

Fare 
(£) 

Revenue 
(£ million) 

Commuter 262 96 10 9.6 2.00 19.1 

Non- Commuter 1 611 223 5 11.2 2.00 22.3 

Tourist 28.5 10.4 25 2.5 3.00 7.8 

TOTAL 902 330  23.3  49.2 
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Figure 4 Bombardier Flexity Light Rail Vehicle 2016. Photo: © Bombardier.com 2016. 
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Figure 5 Nottingham NET Bombardier Flexity Tram is accessible. Photo: © Paul Hollinghurst 2010. 
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City Lines Stations Length (km) Popn Length / person (m) 
Reims 1 23 11.2 182,592 0.061 

Le Havre 2 23 13 172,074 0.075 

Saint-Étienne 3 38 11.7 172,023 0.068 

Grenoble 5 71 36 160,215 0.225 

Dijon 2 35 19 153,003 0.124 

Angers 1 25 12.3 150,125 0.082 

Cambridge (City) 2 31 36 146,700
2
 0.245 

Le Mans 2 35 18.9 144,244 0.131 

Clermont-Ferrand 1 34 15.9 141,463 0.112 

Brest 1 28 14.3 139,386 0.103 

Tours 1 29 15.5 134,803 0.115 

Besançon 2 31 14.5 116,952 0.124 

Orléans 2 49 29.3 114,375 0.256 

Mulhouse 3 29 16.2 112,063 0.145 

Rouen 1 31 15.1 110,755 0.136 

Caen 2 34 15.7 107,229 0.146 

Nancy 1 28 11.1 104,072 0.107 

Avignon 1 10 5.2 90,305 0.058 

Aubagne 1 7 2.8 45,303 0.062 

Valenciennes 2 48 33.8 42,851 0.789 



 
 

P a g e  | 22 

 

 

 

Figure 6 Lausanne light rail. Image: ‘Marmelade’ 
2007 (Public domain, Wikipedia).
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 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7 Journey times between example stops on Cambridge Light Rail network. 
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Distance to stop 
(m) 

Walk time to stop 
(mins) 

Cycle time to stop 
(mins) 

City area accessible (%) 

500 6 3 30 

1000 12 5 69 

1500 20 8 90 
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Figure 8 Accessibility of light rail network: distance and time to nearest stops in the city built-up area 
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Figure 9 Visitors and locals enjoy King’s Parade on a summer’s day. Photo: © Colin Harris 2009. 
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 

 

 

http://www.railway-technology.com/projects/aarhus-light-rail-project-aarhus/
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Figure 10 Sustainable transport policies protect our green spaces. Roman Road, Wandlebury. Photo: © 
C. Harris 2009 

http://www.uitp.org/sites/default/files/cck-focus-papers-files/errac_metrolr_tramsystemsineurope.pdf
http://www.uitp.org/sites/default/files/cck-focus-papers-files/errac_metrolr_tramsystemsineurope.pdf
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Figure 11 University of Cambridge graduates at the Senate House. Photo: © Colin Harris 2011. 
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Phase Name Route alignment Features Length (km) Time  

(~mins) 

Timing Cost (£m) Cost with 40% OB 
(£m) 

1A Isaac Newton Line Cambridge Central Rail Station to 
Trumpington (M11), Addenbrookes, 
Sawston, Granta Park. 

Southern busway conversion, incl 
Maintenance Depot (~£40m). 

14.4 17.5 2018 – 2022 407 569 

1B Isaac Newton Line Cambridge Central Rail Station to City 
Centre, West Campus and Girton 
Interchange 

Bi-directional tunnel from near rail station 
to near Cavendish Labs. 

7.7 14 2018 – 2024 550 770 

Isaac Newton Line total  22 31 2024 957 1339 

2  Girton Interchange to Cambourne Surface. Follows A428 general alignment. 10.6 10.6 2022 – 2024 272 380 

3  Cambridge Central Rail Station to 
Cambridge North, Science Park and 
Wing 

Bi-directional tunnel from near rail station 
to near Cambridge North. 

8.3 15 2022 – 2025 445 623 

4 Darwin Line Science Park to Eddington / West 
Campus 

Surface, follows A14 general alignment. 5.5 10 2024 – 2026 145 203 

5  Granta Park to Haverhill Surface, follows general alignment of 
former rail line. 

15.3 15.3 2024 – 2026 386 540 

6  Cambridge North to Waterbeach via 
Milton 

Surface, follows general alignment of rail 
line. Potential to serve housing and 
recreation park in NE. 

7.6 7.6 2027 – 2028 195 272 

7  Cambourne to St Neots, Wyboston  12.2 12.2 2028 – 2030 308 431 

City and Regional Network total  81.5  2030 2728 3788 

…  St Ives to Huntingdon Northern busway conversion   2030 –    

…  Wing / Newmarket Road P&R to 
Burwell via Bottisham 

 10.8 10.8 2030 –    
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Total   957 1339 

 

https://www.railfuturescotland.org.uk/bordersrailway.php
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Figure 12 Light rail / tram with cyclists in Amsterdam. Photo: C. Harris 2017. 
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Figure 13 More sustainable approaches are needed in Cambridge. Photo C. Harris 2017 
  

ttp://www.uitp.org/sites/default/files/cck-focus-papers-files/errac_metrolr_tramsystemsineurope.pdf
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