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Proposed Submission (Regulation 19) Consultation - Response Form

Please submit your comments (known as representations) by 5pm on Friday 25 September 2026.
Data Protection and Freedom of Information
We will treat your data in accordance with our Privacy Notice. All personal information that you provide will be used solely in relation to the Greater Cambridge Local Plan. 
Please note that each representation and the name of the person or organisation who made the representation, and the name and organisation of the agent (where used), will be published on our website - representations cannot be treated as confidential. 
Additionally, respondent details and representation(s) will be made available to the Planning Inspectorate and to the Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State to conduct the examination.
By submitting this response form you are agreeing to these conditions.
About this Response Form
This response form has two parts: 
· Part A – Your details. We cannot formally register your comments without your details.
· Part B – Your representation(s). Please fill in a separate sheet for each representation you wish to make. If you need more space to provide your answers, please expand the boxes or continue on an attached separate sheet.
We strongly encourage the submission of representations via our consultation platform at https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/proposed-submission-greater-cambridge-local-plan If you are unable to submit your representation using our online system, this response form is available to downloaded to complete electronically from www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/local-plan.
Your completed response form should be:
· emailed to localplan@greatercambridgeplanning.org, or 
· posted to: Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Policy Team, South Cambridgeshire District Council, South Cambridgeshire Hall, Cambourne Business Park, Cambourne, Cambridge, CB23 6EA
If you are having difficulty submitting your comments, please contact localplan@greatercambridgeplanning.org or call 01954 713694.


Part A: Your Details
	Information required
	Personal details *
	Agent’s details (if applicable)

	Name
	
	Mr Peter McKeown

	Organisation (where relevant)
	Bloor Homes (East)
	Carter Jonas

	Job Title (where relevant)
	
	Partner

	Address, including Post Code
	




	One Station Square
Cambridge CB1 2GA





	Telephone
	
	01223 326809	 | 


	Email address
	
	peter.mckeown@carterjonas.co.uk 



* If you have appointed an agent to represent you, you only need to complete the Name and Organisation (if applicable) under Personal Details, but you do need to complete the full details of the agent. All correspondence will be sent to the agent.

Part B: Your Representation
Please fill in a separate sheet for each representation.
Section 1: Which document, and section of that document, does your representation relate to?
	Document
	Policy / Paragraph / Site / Map
(please identify)

	Proposed Submission Greater Cambridge Local Plan
	Policy S/DS

	Proposed Submission Policies Map
	

	Sustainability Appraisal
	

	Habitats Regulations Assessment
	



Section 2: Do you consider that the Greater Cambridge Local Plan is sound and legally compliant?
	Test
	Yes / No

	Legally compliant
	Yes

	Sound
	No



Section 3: Your representation
Please set out and explain your comments. Please be as precise as possible, and please do not just refer to an attached supporting document(s). For your representation (comments) to be considered, your representation must be set out here. Wherever possible, set out precisely any changes you think should be made to the plan and its policies.
	
Policy S/DS: Development Strategy

Object

Bloor Homes Eastern objects to Policy S/DS because the proposed development strategy places substantial reliance upon strategic-scale developments and does not provide sufficient flexibility through additional allocations at sustainable Minor Rural Centres.

Policy S/DS of the draft GCLP sets out the development strategy. In summary, it comprises delivery at the following locations: sites within Cambridge; existing urban extensions on the edge of Cambridge; existing new settlements; proposed new settlements; housing and employment at employment sites in the rural southern cluster; proposed new strategic employment allocations; and, a limited number of sites at villages in the rural area. It is acknowledged that the principle of development at most of the strategic sites is already established through adopted development plan documents e.g. Eddington, Cambourne West, Northstowe, Waterbeach, Bourn Airfield, and Cambridge East. The proposed strategic sites at Cambourne North (related to the proposed East West Rail and new station for Cambourne) and proposed new settlement at Grange Farm (related to a new stop on the proposed Cambridge South East Transport project) are new strategic allocations for draft GCLP. 

It is considered that there are a number of risks associated with the development strategy in Policy S/DS. It is proposed that 44% of the housing target would be delivered at new settlements. It is very reliant on the delivery of the existing strategic sites, but there is no evidence that delivery at these sites will increase above current rates. It is assumed that housing delivery at some of the strategic sites would be 300 dwellings per annum, but this rate has not been achieved at existing strategic sites in Greater Cambridge or delivered at these rates for a sustained period. The housing delivery rates at some of these strategic sites appear to be optimistic and not based on evidence from other similar developments. The delivery of the proposed strategic sites at Cambourne North and at Grange Farm are reliant on the delivery of transport projects that are not approved, and where funding and delivery timescales are uncertain. Most of the existing new settlements will deliver less affordable housing than the normal policy requirement of 40%, mainly because of the need for these developments to also deliver significant levels of new transport and community infrastructure in initial phases. It is anticipated that affordable housing delivery at Cambourne North and at Grange Farm would also be reduced for the same reasons. It is requested that the housing delivery assumptions for all of the strategic sites are reassessed.

Furthermore, it is important to note that for 5-Year Housing Land Supply purposes, the 2025 Housing Delivery Test results published in August 2026 now require Cambridge City to apply a 20% buffer to its annual housing requirement figure of 1,085 dwellings. This results in a new annual housing requirement figure of 1,302 dwellings.

In respect of South Cambridgeshire, its required buffer of 5% increases its annual standard method requirement from 1,204 to 1,264 dwellings.

Consequently, rather than the average 2,289 dwellings needed per annum under the standard methodology, together the two authorities will instead need to be able to deliver 2,566 dwellings per annum in order to meet their latest 5-Year Housing Land Supply requirement and demonstrate that their Joint Plan is sound. This equates to a total of 12,830 dwellings (2,566 x 5).

This demonstrates the importance of ensuring that the Local Plan contains a ready pipeline of small and medium sized sites that are capable of delivering new housing in the early years of the Plan period, prior to many of Greater Cambridge’s larger strategic sites being capable of delivery due to associated infrastructure provision constraints.

The Minor Rural Centres, including Papworth Everard, are referred to as part of the development strategy but there are limited allocations in this category of settlement. It is considered that the growth of the more sustainable villages should be part of the development strategy for draft GCLP, and particularly those villages that contain a very good range of services and facilities, are accessible by a range of modes of transport, and where there is an identified need for affordable housing for those with a local connection to the village. Papworth Everard falls within this category.


Additional development at Papworth Everard would therefore complement, rather than undermine, the strategic development strategy. It would diversify the Plan's housing supply, reduce reliance on a limited number of strategic sites and provide an opportunity for earlier delivery of housing and affordable housing.

Whist Policy S/AMC/PH seeks to allocate the 5.25 ha Papworth hospital site for development. It explicitly states that “new housing development and/or redevelopment for housing will not be permitted. Conversion of existing buildings of character for residential use may exceptionally be permitted where it would be the most appropriate use of the buildings and recreate the character of the original Papworth Hospital buildings fronting the historic landscaped parkland setting of Papworth Hall”.

Bloor Homes Eastern has promoted the Land East of Ridgeway and Old Pinewood Way, Papworth Everard. 

The promoted development would support and boost the existing services and facilities in the village. It is a medium sized site that could be delivered relatively quickly. It is accessible by sustainable modes of transport. The site would deliver affordable housing to meet the identified needs for the village.




Please provide a 100 word summary of your representation.
	Bloor Homes Eastern has promoted the Land East of Ridgeway and Old Pinewood Way, Papworth Everard. 

The promoted development would support and boost the existing services and facilities in the village. It is a medium sized site that could be delivered relatively quickly. It is accessible by sustainable modes of transport. The site would deliver affordable housing to meet the identified needs for the village.










Section 4: Supporting Documents
If you are submitting any supporting documents with your representation, such as maps or further evidence documents, please provide a list.
	











Section 5: Proposed Modifications
Please set out the modification(s) you consider necessary to make the Greater Cambridge Local Plan legally compliant and sound. 
You will need to say why each modification will make the Greater Cambridge Local Plan legally compliant or sound. Please put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or paragraph, being as precise as possible.
	
Proposed Amendments

The proposed changes to Policy S/DS: Development Strategy are as follows:

1. Housing delivery assumptions for all of the strategic sites be reassessed, taking into account realistic annual housing delivery rates and the delivery of critical infrastructure required for those sites (also considering the need to increase the overall housing target).

2. Additional allocations be made in sustainable villages to improve delivery lead in times with specific regard to the Bloor site at Papworth Everard (HELAA reference 115354).
















Please note your representation should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and supporting information necessary to justify your representation and any proposed modification(s), as there will not be a subsequent opportunity to make further representations other than at the invitation of the Inspector during the Examination process.

Section 6: Participation at the Examination
If you are proposing a modification to the Greater Cambridge Local Plan, do you consider it necessary to participate at the examination hearings? 
	Examination
	Yes / No

	Participate at the hearing sessions
	Yes



If you wish to participate at the hearing sessions, please outline why you consider this to be necessary.
	To verbally explain the reasoning underpinning the representations.



















Please note: the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who have indicated that they wish to participate in Examination hearing sessions. You may be asked to confirm your wish to participate when the Inspector has identified the matters and issues for examination.



Section 7: Being Kept Informed
Would you like to be kept informed of the progress of the Greater Cambridge Local Plan through to adoption?
	Notifications
	Yes / No

	Informed of submission of the Local Plan to the Secretary of State for independent Examination
	Yes

	Informed of the publication of the Inspector’s recommendations following the Examination of the Local Plan
	Yes

	Informed of adoption of the Local Plan
	Yes
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