Great Wilbraham Parish Council Defined Development Extent – objection unsound because it will be ineffective.

Great Wilbraham Parish Council also objects to the Defined Development Extent policy and the Green Belt, which together act to constrain building opportunities for a Group Village. Even though the Settlement Hierarchy policy potentially allows up to 8 houses on a windfall site, as in many other villages, in Great Wilbraham there are no sites available within the DE and Green Belt which effectively means that this mechanism is non-viable. This renders the Local Plan ineffective by denying Group Villages the small developments that might support sustainability.

Policy S/DE does provide an exception for allocations of land through a made Neighbourhood Plan. The supporting text says that a local community making a Neighbourhood Plan may wish to make community-led allocations outside the DE. However, for a small parish such as Great Wilbraham, this creates a concern about proportionality.  A Parish Council and village of 600 people would find it very difficult to find the necessary substantial volunteer time, professional support and financial resources for such an exercise. Whilst we do not disagree with the Neighbourhood Plan as an optional way for communities to take wider control of their future, the Local Plan should provide a more proportionate route for modest edge of village development where a clear community need is demonstrated without making a Neighbourhood Plan a pre-requisite.

Thus, the DE and Green Belt policies will render the Local Plan ineffective in its objectives because the Settlement Hierarchy policies on small developments for many Group Villages aimed at maintaining sustainability cannot be delivered due to constraints of Development Extent, Green Belt and the onerous mechanisms for exception allocations.

