Policy S/GF: Land adjacent to A11 and A1307 at Grange Farm

We note the proposed allocation at Grange Farm which sits close to the Uttlesford boundary and raises cross-boundary planning considerations. In particular, it has potential implications for long-term sustainable transport connections between Greater Cambridge and northern Uttlesford.
Uttlesford notes that the phasing of the allocation is expected to extend beyond the Plan period and therefore may overlap with the delivery of allocations in a future Local Plan review which would cover the current Uttlesford geography. In the interests of long-term planning for sustainable transport, it would be beneficial for the terminus of the Cambridge South East Transport Phase 2 at Grange Farm not to preclude the feasibility of onward connectivity into the Uttlesford area. This would help safeguard longer-term opportunities for modal shift across the wider travel-to-work area.
The 2011 Census travel-to-work data (acknowledging that the 2021 Census was during Covid-19) demonstrates a particularly strong functional relationship between northern Uttlesford and Greater Cambridge. Around 29% of employed residents within the northern Uttlesford area worked in either Cambridge City or South Cambridgeshire, indicating that it forms part of the wider Greater Cambridge labour market.

Transport Implications for Uttlesford
Recognition of a Wider Southern Cambridge Innovation Corridor
Uttlesford supports the identified substantial growth associated with the Cambridge and Southern Cluster knowledge economy and innovation corridor.
Given the proximity of this corridor to Uttlesford, we suggest that the Plan should encourage greater recognition that the innovation corridor extends beyond the Greater Cambridge boundary and includes Chesterford Research Park within Uttlesford. The Chesterford Research Park and the settlement of Great Chesterford should be seen as forming part of a single functional economic geography and should be reflected within long-term transport planning and infrastructure investment priorities. Sustainable transport networks should therefore be considered at the scale of the functional travel-to-work area, rather than being limited by administrative boundaries.

Cross-Boundary Sustainable Transport Strategy
The Plan places welcome emphasis on modal shift, active travel and public transport investment. We would welcome greater clarity on how sustainable transport networks will connect to destinations beyond the Greater Cambridge boundary, including Chesterford Research Park, Great Chesterford train station, northern Uttlesford communities such as Saffron Walden, and the wider A11/M11 corridor.

Future Extension of the Cambridge South East Transport Corridor
The Grange Farm allocation is closely linked to the Cambridge South East Transport corridor and associated transport hub proposals. Uttlesford would support the safeguarding of longer-term opportunities to extend high-quality public transport southwards along the innovation corridor, including potential connections between the Cambridge Biomedical Campus, Chesterford Research Park and Great Chesterford Station.
Although such proposals may extend beyond the current Plan period, the Local Plan should acknowledge the importance of retaining future connectivity options.

Rail and Bus Infrastructure and Cross-Boundary Commuting
The growth strategy is likely to increase demand for rail and bus travel from locations south of Cambridge. Greater recognition should therefore be given to the role of Great Chesterford train station and bus services from Uttlesford in supporting sustainable travel associated with the wider Cambridge economy.
Joint working with relevant partners should therefore consider rail station capacity and service frequency opportunities at Great Chesterford, and opportunities to improve bus service frequency between Cambridge, Saffron Walden and Chesterford Research Park.
Active Travel Connectivity Across Administrative Boundaries
The Plan contains strong objectives for active travel and sustainable movement which we support. Uttlesford would encourage continued joint working on cross-boundary active travel connections between key employment hubs and settlements, including Chesterford Research Park, Great and Little Chesterford, and Saffron Walden.
Impact Assessment of Strategic Transport Corridors
Given the scale of planned housing and employment growth, Uttlesford would welcome assurance that transport modelling has fully considered cross-boundary impacts on key routes serving northern Uttlesford, including the A11 Stump Cross junctions serving Chesterford and the B184/B1383.
