


household, the population would rise to 18,000–24,000 people. In effect, this would 
constitute a town, rather than a village or settlement. 

Comparable settlements in Cambridgeshire include Wisbech (approximately 34,000 
residents), St Neots (approximately 33,000), Huntingdon (approximately 25,000), 
Ely (approximately 20,000), and March (approximately 22,000). However, the 
proposal does not include any meaningful comparative analysis of the facilities, 
amenities, public services, open space, or infrastructure required to sustain a 
population of this size, nor how these would be delivered in an area currently 
characterised by rural villages and agricultural land. 

Landscape, rural character, and employment rationale 
The proposed settlement would be situated within an agrarian landscape, surrounded 
by village communities that have developed organically over time in response to local 
geography, agriculture, and employment patterns. Introducing a town of this scale into 
such a context risks permanently altering the rural and historic character of this part of 
Cambridgeshire. 

Furthermore, the most recent figures indicate that the Babraham Research Campus 
comprises over 60 companies, employing approximately 2,000 staff, alongside 
around 300 academic researchers, all of whom are presumably already 
accommodated within the existing housing market. On this basis, there does not 
appear to be a clear employment-driven need for a settlement of this size in this 
location. 

Conclusion 
In summary, the Grange Farm proposal appears to represent a short-cut to large-
scale development, rather than a carefully considered strategy of incremental and 
organic growth aligned with existing settlements and infrastructure. As such, it risks 
causing irreversible harm to transport capacity, rural character, and community 
cohesion, without sufficient evidence that the scale or location of the development is 
either necessary or sustainable. 




