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Background

1.1.  Cambridge Connect, established in 2015, has contributed to local planning consultations for
over a decade, in particular on public transport and sustainable development issues.

1.2, Widespread support exists for our proposals. They have twice been publicly supported by the
regional transport authority, the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority, first
under Mayor James Palmer in 2017, and recently by Mayor Paul Bristow in 2025.

1.3.  We have made numerous submissions in public consultations, including for specific schemes
and for more general local and regional transport plans. Many of these submissions are

available on our website (www.cambridge-connect.uk).

The need for mass rapid transit

2.1.  Local transport systems are failing to meet current needs and are completely inadequate to
support the scale of growth in the Cambridge region, both historical and planned. Moreover,
planned busway schemes are highly unlikely to deliver sufficient modal shift to address the
practical needs of mobility, alleviate congestion, improve air quality, strengthen the economy,
or make an effective contribution to addressing the enormous challenges of Climate Change.

2.2.  'The Local Plan should state unequivocally that an integrated mass rapid transit network is
needed to support sustainable development within the region. This mass rapid transit network
needs to be designed and delivered as an urgent regional priority to address pressures of

growth and meet economic, social and environmental goals.
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The Local Plan should acknowledge that its radius (for local government administrative
reasons) is too small to cover the functional travel to work area, and as such is an inadequate
basis for a regional mass rapid transit system. The development of Greater Cambridge over
the next 10-30 years will inevitably require quick, cheap, reliable, safe public transport
connections to surrounding towns, not least Huntingdon, St Ives, St Neots / Tempsford, Ely,
Newmarket, Haverhill, and indeed Peterborough. Imminent reorganisation of local
government should go some way to meeting this weakness in the draft Local Plan, although

the current planning authorities could anticipate and seek to address the deficiency.
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8.5. The Local Plan should acknowledge that a range of technologies exist for practical delivery of
mass rapid transit suited to Cambridge. While the Local Plan mentions busways, light rail
should also be identified as a strategic priority for consideration because it remains the only
proven, affordable technology that has the capacity, reliability, attractiveness and ability to
drive modal shift on the scale needed to meet Cambridgeshire mass rapid transit needs.

8.6. The Local Plan should recognise that busways alone cannot meet these objectives in the long-
term. Nor are busways adequate to support the scale of growth experienced to date, let alone
identified in the Local Plan for future development.

8.7.  The Local Plan should acknowledge that the existing busway strategy cannot provide a long-
term, sustainable and enduring solution to Cambridgeshire’s needs for public transport.

8.8.  The Local Plan should give unequivocal support for development of a fully integrated
transport network, including for mass rapid transit which is capable of supporting the current
and future economic, social and environmental needs of the whole of our region.
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Figure 1: Schematic of the Cambridge Connect (developed in collaboration with Railfuture East Anglia)
scheme for light rail mass rapid transit in the Cambridge region.





