Draft Greater Cambridge Local Plan for consultation
Thank you for consulting Bedford Borough Council (BBC) on the draft Greater Cambridge Local Plan for consultation. The Council would like to make the following observations.
Cross boundary / Sub- Regional context and issues
Whilst Greater Cambridge and Bedford are not immediate neighbours, the eastern boundary of Bedford Borough at Little Barford is in close proximity to the Greater Cambridge boundary. Both Bedford and Greater Cambridge are however located within the Ox Cam corridor and this shared geography means numerous strategic matters have a cross-boundary dimension. These include housing, socioeconomic, infrastructure and water scarcity 
It is noted that 
· there are established governance arrangements for the combined Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Mayoral Authority (CPCA) and within this area a local government reorganisation process is ongoing. It is expected that Greater Cambridge will look to the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough geography for its strategic plan making context.
There will however remain an important need to ensure that the Greater Cambridgeshire Local Plan also responds to the drivers of growth originating in the Bedfordshire and Milton Keynes sub region to the west particularly in relation to the following national projects: Universal Studios, the proposed Milton Keynes renewed new town, Tempsford new town and East West Rail.
Universal Studios
The Special Development Order[footnoteRef:1] for the Universal Studios has been approved and came into force on 12 January. In advance of the Greater Cambridge Plan submission, there will be a need for the evidence base to take account of socioeconomic and transport infrastructure impacts (as the theme park is proposed commence construction in 2026 and to open in 2031[footnoteRef:2]).  [1: Special Development Order: Entertainment Resort Complex and Associated Development in Bedford - GOV.UK]  [2:  Timelines and next steps are published here: Universal Studios Bedford – Opening Date, Jobs, Transport & More ] 

Any future evidence base should incorporate the transport impacts into the strategic Highway modelling (see below) and should also assess this and mitigate for any identified impacts (where necessary).
As with other partners in the Bedfordshire and Milton Keynes area we would wish Greater Cambridge to positively respond to the impacts on housing and employment demand.
Tempsford new town
Tempsford has been identified as the focus of a new town in association with planned new stations on the East West Rail and East Coast Mainline. 
It is expected that land within Bedford Borough at Little Barford (which was proposed to be allocated in the now withdrawn Bedford 2040 Local Plan) is likely to fall within the boundary of this proposed new town.  We understand that the site promoter/landowner is currently preparing a planning application for the site. 
Uncertainty remains about whether the housing completions in new town locations will be counted towards Local Plan housing targets but irrespective of this, assuming that Tempsford is confirmed the Greater Cambridge emerging evidence base will need to take account of the proposal and its impact both on housing and employment demand and the resulting population increases and transport impacts which will again need to be assessed through robust modelling.
Housing and strategic allocations
It is noted that
· the plan contains proposals for significant housing growth in the plan period but these needs are proposed to be met in full within the Greater Cambridge Local Plan boundary.
· One of the largest strategic proposals is at Cambourne in the west of the plan area. 3,000 homes and 108,000 sq m GIA of employment are proposed. The draft interim statement of Common Ground Draft Plan Interim Statement of Common Ground states at para 5.8 “Further evidence on Cambourne North will be prepared ahead of Proposed Submission stage; this may create the need for further engagement with the relevant neighbouring authorities (primarily Huntingdonshire, Central Bedfordshire and Bedford Borough) to ensure no adverse impacts”.
We would welcome further engagement on the impacts of the Cambourne expansion.
Employment and economic growth
It is noted that
· The plan references the recently published CPCA Local Growth Plan. 
· the plan seeks to meet Greater Cambridge’s employment needs in full including through the identification of the Cambridge Cluster aligned with the CPCA Local Growth Plan.
· Policy J/NE: New employment development proposals states that large scale warehousing and distribution centres providing for national or regional needs will not be permitted in Greater Cambridge. 
We agree that there is a need for planning policy evidence and local plans to address the challenges which logistics development can bring and would welcome further joint working across the Ox Cam corridor to address this.
Transport and movement
It is noted that
· the transport evidence base draws from the new Cambridgeshire and Peterborough transport model
· The Cambridge and Peterborough model does not currently take account of the impacts of Universal Studios or the two proposed new towns (Milton Keynes or Tempsford).
The inclusion of Universal Studios impacts on transport will be essential to modelling for all plans across the Ox Cam region and should be incorporated in the modelling undertaken for Greater Cambridge’s emerging plan. 
Bedford Borough Council is working with National Highways and other partners to facilitate this (and ensure that there are consistent assumptions being made in all relevant transport models) and would advise that Greater Cambridge (and other Cambridgeshire LPAs (where necessary)) liaise with National Highways to ensure that the impacts are fully and transparently accounted for on a consistent basis across the region where it is expected that there will be cross boundary movements .
Water scarcity and resources
It is noted that
· Greater Cambridge faces significant challenges in respect of water scarcity and provision of wastewater recycling facilities.
We share your concerns about this matter and consider it to be another area where there is scope for joint action and collaboration across the Ox Cam corridor geography.


