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UNDERCROFT STORAGE SPACE/ POTENTIAL FOR COMMUNITY,
YOUTH & COMMERCIAL PROGRAMME

WALNUT TREE AVENUE UNDERPASS/ POTENTIAL FOR PUBLIC REALM FORECOURT
INCL URBAN SKATEPARK & ACTIVE LANDSCAPE

ACTIVE CYCLING PASSAGE ALONG RIVERSIDE (UNDERPASS)

RIVERSIDE WALK AND UNDERPASS/OUTDOORS EVENTS
POTENTIAL TO INCLUDE EXISTING STORAGE SPACES NORTH OF THE RIVER
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City-of-London-Holden Holford
unrealised proposal_the raised
Northern Boundary Route
proposed by the consultants

Lord William Graham Holford was
more of a professional town planner
than an architect. In 1948 he
succeeded Patrick Abercrombie as
professor of town planning at
University College. Holford produced
a redevelopment plan of the area
around St Paul’s Cathedral in
London which had been devastated
by bombing in the War, Paternoster
Square. He also wrote a Report on
the Destruction and Survival in the
City of London including artist
impressions for unrealised
proposals.




INTRODUCTION

’I‘]:IME whe are called upon to tamper with other people's houses nesd to appeoach their task
with care and confidemee.  Propesals which may after the physical pattern, the daily habits,
and sventually the choracter of o town must above all else be careful wnd informed. Confidence is
no Jess pecessiry if the propesals are to st in motion the complicated machinery of agresment and
¢ollaboration which is necessary to carry oul the least part of them.

Especially is this troe of Cambridge, which s more than g town, more even than the market for
1 cotmty and the contre of o region. It is o Uniyersity, and stands before the workl as an exemplir
of the collegiute systemy, with all the ideas and attitudes to life which that ancient swstem implies,
Its modes of thought and lile have for centuries been reflected in its ways of building, and many of
these ways are specinl pnd valuable and can be applicd with benefit to the planming of towns else-
where, The Cambridge tradition is cherished by the present inhabitants, not merely as' something
to be preserved but to be continued.  Planners whe suggest improvements must therelore be cortain
either that change iy inevitable or that clear advantiyge is to be gained from it,  There is bound to
be ohjection to changes that disturh historie associations or threaten the particular amenities which
many different societies in Cambridge enjoy, and there will be serioas opposition i it i pln 1950, Holden produced a report
change withoul strong reason conditions of life and work and movement thmt do very **to the Town and Country planning committee of

ke,
. Cambridgeshire County Council.
Of all this we have become increasingly conscious during udy of Cambridge and : . . .
A ,,,L.FL t‘::, ,,.m,m . R X2 He describes Cambridge as a ‘University town’, one of

We Have alio becoime Gonvinced thal certiln changss are inevitable and others sieui the most pleasant places on earth in which to live, and
into being. Tt may be thnud:lngl:rg i rlti'm‘gmf;tq?pnt plams for the future of o town tiquestions if the town can maintain and enhance its
war damage, no unemployment no major pro jor expansion, and it is troe these = n ; ; ; ;
o this ki The wioad’ for :thonght aboat the’ fubure of Celnixidgs B Joadt #0 .essential character and virtues, in the face of a multitude
fundamental things than these. of unplanned events to come.

Wi believe Cambridge is moving quickly towards a new phuse of its existence @ o movement
which will be none the less decisive for being wnregnrded by most of its citizens.  [ncomparably
brantiful in many things, miserably defective in others, Cambrildge is still one of the most plensant
pluces on earth in which to live, Moreover, it 18 now perhaps the only true * University town  in
England. The guestion is whether it can control its own desting in the face of a multitude of
unplanned events that will certuinly tend to change it. When these changess come, and even before
they take place, ean they be arranged to maintain and enhanee the essential choracter and virtues of
the town 7 This is the question we try to answer in this report to the County Council.

The Coamty Council, as the Plinning Anthority, are due to submil to the Minister of Town and
Country Planming, within the next two years, a Development Flan for Cambridgeshire.  They liave
decided (o prepare the Plan in two, parts, of which the first, covering the town of Cambridge and
weigth laml und villages, is the subject of our proposals.  The area with which the proposals
are concerned s shown on Map 1 and contains at present about 104,000 nbabitants,

The growth and futore siee of Cambridge are in our belief the determinitg factors in any plan,

Fin dha: onn it | aat] o - Sl e S Y £ bas hain ahbabisadl Sledloh . F. g% _ k& _ o _




Cambridge's pupu.umhummm&:ﬁwm._h oven years and we believs
u#dgmwumhhmg,tn cotitimie, and even to oo ) i
This effort seems to us both nationally and Joeally desis

;i
ke

phn for Carnbrrishge. 1, bowever, the n!timn-ni'mhidnt they mre out for quality—to.
mudee the best possible. town of 100,000 or oven 125000, and th enp we think there is every.
mp.mmammupmmmyﬁmmm;mm it subrby, in East
Road and along ity approsches. Certainly' i this docision e takir il earrled st ) ,
Cambstidge, it cannot be curriod ont in other towns that lave far g easiHolden proposes to ring fence Cambridge
their geowth, and are uble 1o summon far less influentiol aid if they decided 1o ax 100-125,000 population
s be a resolute effort’ to viow down migeation into pansion to m Pop
high rate of growth so that future populution should not greatly | i oar frst
mﬂnn:!nprm-lﬂdmhﬂlﬂnﬁihﬁ It i one that o agreement
arnng towm, university and comtral government, ! ‘s i the
interest of afl four.

If probubility of rapid growth is the Frm. vest problem 1 the 1rst
nrgent s that of sl However many new jobs may be offered in Cambridge. or however
altractive it may be o retived people, a great shortage of houses will put a powerful brake on
poptlation growth for s decade or longer, No shndlar postpononent of taffie diffcaltios can bo
melied of,  More plemtiful peirol or mime new cars might ciuse acute congestion in the central area

within 4 few years,

The central avea of Cambridge, shown en Maps 3 and 12, b5 small wid cramped within o ring
Colleges.  Before the wir, Colleges were still extending within it and when n commereial huilding
nphmlilwumﬂybynh{;hum*udtﬂﬁupﬁudthmﬂw&hdiﬁmhy Traffic hus
tenfold sinen 1gu1, but streets remain the same and their surplus capacity (s mmﬂdm
the war there was a fall in trafic volumes hut now thie member of vehicles on the rouds b
1935 level and is ance again cimbing.

In the past, road smprovements o Cambridge bave boen considered piocermenl, Wﬂﬁtﬂﬂiﬂd
ud;rm#ﬂuutmyzmmuuwummlduwﬂ&mlmmw;‘liunthtmﬁ;:mi
comprebensively, und to estabillsh the exirting relutions between traffic mﬂhm
both in the centre of the town and on its approach rands, With the help of al mm'”thesamerep"” he proposes a
corned with traffic, information has been collocted which Tas enabled our prnpu.'h b hasscomprehensive new road

Crar proposals rest on these two Imau of & limet of size and nwmmunprecedented in the history of
scale with that sige.  They may be troadly sumimarisd as follows :— Cambrldge transport planning.
(1) W uithine o defindin pulicy ol controalbig Dhe physilenl sproad of Cembridge inil nerfy elilages, with 1H e
skt U prmsend mr@w-m%kmwﬂwmm
lwhmdnquﬁmrnwhmﬁm Tee <hiaen tih encoutige eousanably compsil dmlqn-mulupth
sexgiienes 1o open ysiors alomg s ver Al to provet et Sllages Tocuming ostegal i P g
{3] We Deliwye ‘hint Typaases far it oom U toeen will ot bee fastifind in i moar futomme. W pmpulb- I Lo
tmeantsien thrsagh iradfic sbonk ber Vil ool the boner dlsteiers abong twn partidly e o,
mmww.mmmmu#ummw&ummwmmwmm.
conmect ak itw st end et an epeeved come towy Toutn. D e the Dwo poails woulid heoe {le
af = preacinet, canrsining the okt town centre stil presendng s rarket-Cown o prdesirian s
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One of Holden’s major

implemented projects is the new

bridge crossing the Cam, ol
Chesterton bridge and related

approach infrastructures, including

the East Road Roundabout,

constructed 1969
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The Elizabeth way bridge is one of the most impactful,
intensive infrastructure development in Cambridge,
requiring significant demolition and restructuring of the
neighbourhood but also providing critical transport
connectivity. It is a high-capacity road artery that hasfs
transformed traffic flow N/S, enabled suburbanpiilia
expansion, but also introduced significantiis: g
environmental and social challenges to the local

. . [ L
residential area g —
>




Arrival in the City.

The bridge opening ceremony on 17th June
1971was performed by Lord Rab Butler of
Saffron Walden and attended by approximately
150 delegates, including local business owners.
- When the bridge was opened, the first traffic to
.y cross included an army Iory and a penny
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Then and Now.
To the left an image showing balanced use by
cars and pedestrians. The bridge and

roundabout have since become a car dominated
environment providing limited opportunities for {
pedestrians and cyclists to dwell or explore the- 3
area in an around the infrastructure.




Then & Now online collection . . ;
Most recent developments are the addition of housing
programme under the bridge (2005), and the GCP’s
intent to demolish and backf|II the roundabout
underpass (2023)& =
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R TR AL

2005 addition of a housing block

within the bridge undercroft. This is currently
occupied and successfully housing tenants by
the Cyrenians charity.
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1 Al
~2010-2023 proposal to demolish and backfill
the underpass pedestrian connection at East
Road/Elizabeth way roundabout. This was
rejected by majorlty of respondents durllrlg_ELibllc

consultation.  » .
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: sz £ — e
he infrastructure requires an inter-ward gEss. -
collaboration, As a group we are promoting the._:i-_;
site to become allocated as a cultural hub Wit,hi,,rl-i‘&?“,
the Eastern gate opportunity area S/PRIA/EGH = S55T80, ©
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CURRENT:
ENGINEER-LE

DEMOLISH & B
JUNCTION

= CAMBRIDGE EASTERN ACCESS

2 0 2 3 Included a developed design involving filling in the ;
underpass and replacing it with a CYCLOPS junction /
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Invest|gathns into size and swtabﬂlfy of the
Underpass as-a- separate urban project
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PROPOSED: - T\
ALTERNATIVE TRANSPQRT STRATE
PEDESTRIAN & CYCLE CONNECTIVI
WITH DRUM RETAINED v

2025 - o
Investlgatlon by Camcycle to integrate cyclists and
pedestrlans at Grade, whllst retammg the drum .-"
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