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It is very concerning that Policy BG/PO does not appear to be achieving its objective of protecting open space given the role of open spaces in Cambridge and Greater Cambridge There needs to be a much more compelling argument to allow the evaluation of open spaces to be overridden and then only in exceptional circumstances. Policy BG/PO should be redrafted to cover these objections. 

Point 3 of the policy undermines the whole purpose of this purpose of protecting Cambridge’s open spaces as it would appear to favour school and university and college developers. The Local Plan should be neutral. At the last Local Plan Omission Site Hearings in 2016 an agent for the Perse School who was arguing for development to be allowed on the Perse School playing fields cited the school’s overseas profile as a reason for approving development of open spaces. At the same hearings Newnham College argued for development of the college’s listed gardens. A member of the planning service who was representing the Councils at the Hearings cited her personal enjoyment of College gardens as both a planner and a Cambridge resident and ordinary member of the public. Link below to the you tube record of Hearings (permitted by the Inspectors). 

Local Plan Omission Site Hearings  ‘Protecting and enhancing the character of Cambridge 2016’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7Rn_jVdJsM&list=PLwEUs8UyvFAQvt13g9HeQQxmY-I3NvNX2&index=11

The Local Plan needs to protect Cambridge’s world famous informal and unique ‘rus urbe’ character. Verges and green spaces full of cow parsley, small informal areas of scrub dotted round the city and on the Commons. These informal green spaces provides valuable habitats for wildlife. The rus in urbe character and the cultural heritage of Cambridge’s green spaces is world famous. Grantchester Meadows are famous not just because of the River Cam and the cows but also because of the literary connections with the poet Rupert Brook and the philosopher Wittgenstein. 

According to a July 2018 article in 
The New York Times, Cambridge, exemplifies the "rus in urbe" or "country in the city" style providing residents and visitors with a distinct blend of rural and urban experiences near the River Cam and historic college buildings. Link to article below

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/15/world/europe/cambridge-england-cows.html

Landscape architects such as Tom Turner describe the medieval open spaces of Cambridge as being ‘equivalent to the best art in the Fitzwilliam’. One of the UK’s top landscape architects Kim Wilkie worked with local communities to develop the Thames Landscape Strategy, Hampton to Kew. The Thames Landscape Strategy was officially launched in 1994 as a 100-year blueprint to conserve and enhance the "Arcadian Thames" between Weybridge, Hampton, and Kew. 

It set out to celebrate and understand the exceptional character of the Thames and create a 100-year strategic vision for the river corridor that would stand the test of time. It resulted in an Act of Parliament being passed to protect the view from Richmond Hill of the river.  In 2012 a major review of the strategy was published to update the 100-year plan for modern challenges like climate change and flood risk. 
Today, the strategy is managed by a non-profit partnership of 14 major riverside landowners and local authorities. 

Can we do the same thing for Cambridge and the Cam with the Local Plan? 
Over 200 people attended Kim Wilkie’s talk on ‘Making a Happy City hosted by the Federation of Cambridge Residents Associtions. Kim said respecting the Cam’s unique heritage and its green river corridor was key to making Cambridge a ‘happy city’. He added “The spaces in the city are very crucial for a number of reasons, they are the places where you come together. So much of the discussion is about the architects and the design, and how the buildings impact on the city, but that’s not the place to start. I believe it’s in human relationships, it’s how you get on and communicate with your neighbours.” 
Link below for recording of Kim Wilkie’s talk
https://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/cambridge-news/how-make-cambridge-happy-city-12788816



