Great Wilbraham Parish Council Local Plan response – supporting information on biodiversity and green spaces

Great Wilbraham is surrounded by a wide rural landscape. However, this does not necessarily mean that the sorts of access to high quality green spaces and a biodiverse landscape envisaged by the Plan is available:
· The Green Belt is tightly drawn around the backs of the village houses. 
· The fields around the village are not necessarily biodiverse, being largely intensively farmed
· There are only four public footpaths out of the village but the land they traverse is tightly controlled by the farmers and there is no local government plan to improve active transport routes out of the village 
· Access to the starting point of one of the Public Rights of Way (PROW) is from a busy road beyond the outskirts of the village with no footpath to it.
· The routes are not properly maintained – for example, one of the Byways is so overgrown that it cannot be used by horse-riders
· There are few circular routes – PROW do not connect anywhere.

We feel that small villages such as GW are being disregarded whilst all the planning emphasis is placed on developing these assets in ‘more sustainable’ places. We hope that some developments in villages could be supported that would improve this situation.

