Supporting information for the Great Wilbraham Parish Council response to the Local Plan

Great Wilbraham Parish Council is supportive of many of the aspirations in the Local Plan and congratulate the planners on completion of a major piece of work. However, in our response we felt we needed to set out the particular issues that the Plan raises for Great Wilbraham, which is a small village, relatively close to Cambridge and classified as a Group Village. We set out here further information about Great Wilbraham a strong, historic community, but one which we feels requires some development to maintain its viability and sustainability in the modern world.

Great Wilbraham has a population of 660. It has a strong historic relationship with our neighbouring village, Little Wilbraham and with Six Mile Bottom (which together form a parish). The three villages share many amenities, including the Primary School and the Wilbrahams Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground, and interest groups such as the Wilbrahams Environment Group, and our wellbeing group, the Well-brahams; there is a shared Wilbrahams community publication (The Warbler) and the two parish councils work closely together.  We are a strong community that over the years has demonstrated that it is inclusive and caring (eg our joint community provision of support during the Covid pandemic), in touch with a high proportion of its residents and integrates newcomers rapidly.

Whilst some residents of Great Wilbraham have lived in the village all their lives, there are many who have moved here to access work in Cambridge and the various business, enterprises, research etc in the surrounding area which are described so clearly in the GCP document. Thus, we see ourselves as very much part of the wider Cambridge environment – both contributing to it and participating in it and it seems only fair that we should also benefit from the developments and improvements put forward in the Local Plan. 

As it stands, the Local Plan dismisses any consideration of change in Group and Infill villages. We feel that this condemns these villages to unmanaged decline and is unfair. It is at odds with the South Cambridgeshire Corporate Plan where all residents will be equal partners in their community because it intentionally restricts communities who already suffer from loss of local amenities, lack of public transport, no safe cycle routes and pressure on the many social and sporting activities that are maintained, not by the Council, but by hard-working volunteers.

Like other communities and society, Great Wilbraham has changed over recent years:

· Changes in the village population – including more families with two working parents, smaller families and an increasingly old demographic as many older people remain in large and often unsuitable properties rather than leaving the village-  has meant that our facilities are becoming unsustainable with smaller class sizes, lack of trade in the shop, increasing difficulties in finding volunteers to help run the local activities. 
· A static housing stock has also meant houses gradually increasing in size (through individual extension) and are now very expensive and our last housing needs survey showed a lack of small 1 or 2 bedroomed homes or homes adapted for people with disabilities.
· A dwindling and, until the last few months, almost non-existent public transport (although after much campaigning there is now have an hourly bus service during the day (the T4 service) connecting to Addenbrooke’s campus).

We consider that, to remain viable, our Great Wilbraham community needs:

· An economically diverse population
· Spread of age groups 
· Primary school
· Shop 
· Public House
· Church
· Access to healthcare by active travel and either public transport or supported community transport
· Access to social activities
· Access to range of cultural experiences
· Access to high quality green space

As custodians of important wildlife sites in our Parish we would like the opportunity, means and support to enhance them for the wider good.

We also wish and would aim to share and contribute to the beauty and importance of Cambridge City and its environs. We draw attention to the fact that we are one of the closest villages to Cambridge, the Biomedical Campus and the business development sites south of Cambridge.

We believe that a small expansion (eg 50) in housing would enable much of this to happen by bringing in new people and families, enabling older people to stay in more suitable housing, and some poorer emerging families of residents and those with local connections to stay in the village.

We do not consider that the Green Belt exception sites mechanism is enough to achieve this and, as a small community, we would find it difficult to find the resources of time and money to undertake such work or to develop a Neighbourhood Plan. Instead, we would like to work with Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom Parish Council and with SCDC to look at our needs and identify some suitable locations broadly within the villages (although not necessarily within the Development Boundary and Green Belt) that could allow a small number of high-quality houses, including some affordable ones.

With respect to travel and transport, we note that the ban on development in small villages such as the Wilbrahams is justified on the basis that the Greater Cambridge planners do not want to encourage development where there is no public transport. The GC policy thus accepts that people can essentially only live in Great Wilbraham if they have access to a car. We believe that such a policy is unfair. It particularly impacts children, non-drivers and people without access to a car, consigning them to dependency and social isolation. It also prevents our residents from moving towards sustainable and active travel. A recent survey in the context of recent proposals for a new Tiger bus service showed just how much some independence of travel means to many people. Our new T4 service hourly service hugely appreciated and should continue, hopefully with greater frequency and the addition of an evening service.

Rather than simply prohibiting development because of lack of transport, the Local Plan should be more ambitious about ways that rural connectivity can be achieved for all – for example, for Great Wilbraham a rural transport hub in Fulbourn with car and bike parking, a more frequent connecting bus route to the nearby larger villages, safe cycle routes to adjacent villages and support for electric vehicle charging.

Regarding Biodiversity and Green Spaces, Great Wilbraham is surrounded by a wide rural landscape. However, this does not necessarily mean that the sorts of access to high quality green spaces and a biodiverse landscape envisaged in the Plan are available:
· The Green Belt is tightly drawn around the backs of the village houses. 
· The fields around the village are not biodiverse, being largely intensively farmed 
· There are only four Public Rights of Way (PROW) out of the village and the land they traverse is tightly controlled by the farmers 
· Access to the starting point of one of the PROWs is from a busy road beyond the outskirts of the village with no footpath to it – thus it is not connected to Great Wilbraham
· The routes are not properly maintained – for example, one of the Byways is so overgrown that it cannot be used by horse-riders
· There are few circular routes – PROW do not connect anywhere and there is no local government plan to improve active transport routes out of the village along these footpaths

In conclusion, our two Parish Councils of Great Wilbraham and Little Wilbraham & Six Mile Bottom would like the opportunity to work together informally, and with the Greater Cambridge planners, to examine our needs and develop a plan to achieve a joint viable and sustainable community going forward.

