East West Rail, Eastern access - Discussion at RNA event 17.1.26
We noted that 
· There will be a platform 9
· The existing footbridge will be replaced with a larger one.
· There will be a new footbridge at the other end of the station (Hills Rd end). 
· The current station building is grade 2 listed. 
· Current drop off arrangements and traffic flow at the station at problematic
Eastern entrance
· Will be into Clifton Rd
· There will be a ticket office and barriers on the Eastern side. 
· There will be pedestrian, bike, taxi and bus access. There will be drop off for passengers, but no private car parking. 
· It is calculated that 30-40% of traffic would use an Eastern entrance. 
· Timescale: Consultation - spring 2026, Development Consent order 2027, Start construction mid 2029. 
Many people are in favour of a proposed Eastern access to the station, particularly as access to the main Cambridge station is awkward from Rustat Road. 
Questions raised.
· Will there be a footpath from the Clifton Rd multi storey car park (which currently is quite empty) to the new station entrance?
· The Carter Bridge is at capacity. Will there be public access for crossing the railway by the new bridge (an unpaid route)
· How will the Chisolm trail connect to and through the station?
Concerns
· Significant concern about the traffic at the Clifton Rd/ Cherry Hinton Rd junction which is already congested now. Also safety of bike travel in Rustat and Clifton Rds currently. 
· Concerns re pollution in Clifton Rd because of traffic
· “Drop off” is problematic as people often need to wait in their cars for arrivals. 
· RR residents are concerned that people will drop passengers off in RR by the Pocket park entrance (opposite Davy Rd)
· There needs to be an impact study of projected outcomes in different scenarios. 
· Consider the noise aspect of the new bridge for local residents eg when people take wheely cases across it. 
· Bikes are being stolen from the current multi storey bike park as racks are not properly secured. Any bike parking at the Eastern entrance needs to be fully secure. 

Notes from Local Plan discussion, 17 January 2026, especially as relevant to Clifton Road/Junction. 
The Plan envisages 
· 300 new houses/flats on Clifton Road site
· Retaining retail facilities eg Screwfix
· Recentring the Junction as a community/cultural hub which may involve rebuilding/repositioning in the centre of the site. 
· Building up to accommodate housing and retail. 
Timescale
· Further consultation mid 2026 for submission end 2026. 
· Adoption in 2028
· Nothing specific published yet on when new houses etc would be built
· Other consultations underway e.g., Mayoral light rail plan; Cambridge Growth Company, which may interfere with timescales
Comments/questions raised in discussion
· Will Supplementary Planning Documents be available with full detail? Council is awaiting government guidance on SPDs. The Masterplan guides decision making on spatial framework
· Site is owned mostly by Land Securities, but also by other ‘promoters’. Land Securities are proposing to pull down and rebuild Cambridge Leisure – what are the costs and net zero implications. 
· Proposal is to densify: retain the shops and build houses/flats. Flexibility as to the mix of retail, homes, parking. Residents are invited to feed in views, especially as to what size of homes/mix of houses/flats. 
· The Cambridge Growth Company plans. Will this increase the amount of housing being built on our local sites? The Growth Plan is subject to the same constraints as the Local Plan. 
· Hills Road Sixth Form College students have insufficient independent study or socializing facilities. Their use of Cambridge Leisure site is subject to Land Securities. What additional provision should be there for them?
· How does the Local Plan calculate /decide who are key users of the site? Residents/students/visitors. Residents know to avoid the site at lunchtime but does the Local Plan team know this?
· Height of buildings on Clifton Road. Rustat Avenue residents and west side of Rustat Road residents have south facing balconies and gardens and would very much like not to be overlooked/have their sunshine taken away. 
· Water supply is insufficient. There is a water scarcity group meeting regularly. Water preservation features built in to design of newbuilds. Reservoir will take years to be available. Water supply is the ‘red line’/the foundation for all other decisions. Development will not happen without sufficient water. 
· How can we avoid developers rowing back on environmental standards? The council has strict monitoring and policy control standards and environmental standards are central to that. 
· To what extent is health provision considered in the Local Plan. Cambridge planning dept and Addenbrooke’s are commissioning a joint study about how planning can help to deliver a new model of healthcare (hub model). There will soon be an engagement session on the local Plan for NHS trusts.
· The plan for a new railway bridge coming into Clifton Road and accessible via the Gloria Carpenter parklet requires considerably more detailed thinking through to avoid detrimental impacts on existing and envisaged residents in the Rustat Road area. We recommend regular consultation with residents. 


