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8.15 The area around the Cambridge North Station itself has been identified for a high 
density mixed employment led development, providing a new gateway to the 
northern part of Cambridge (Policy SS/4).

Policy E/2: Cambridge Biomedical Campus Extension

1. An extension to the Cambridge Biomedical Campus will be supported 
on land shown on the Policies Map for biomedical and biotechnology 
research and development within class B1(b) and related higher 
education and sui-generis medical research institutes.  

2. Proposals for development should:
a. Create substantial and attractive landscaped edges to the 

western, eastern and southern boundaries retaining and 
reinforcing existing planting on the southern and western
boundaries. 

b. Provide an appropriate landscaped setting for the Nine Wells 
Local Nature Reserve and set back built development away from 
the south-western corner of the site.  

c. Demonstrate and incorporate suitable measures to ensure that 
there will be no material adverse impact on the volume, pattern of 
flow or water quality of the chalk springs at Nine Wells and 
Hobson’s Brook and Conduit.  

d. Demonstrate and incorporate suitable measures to ensure that 
surface water flood risks can be appropriately managed and 
mitigated to avoid flood risks to the site and to not increase flood 
risks elsewhere; and to make appropriate arrangements for foul 
drainage and sewage disposal through the preparation of a Foul 
Drainage Strategy.

e. Not include any pedestrian access from the site to the western, 
southern and eastern boundaries in order to minimise visitor 
pressures on the Nine Wells LNR.

f. Provide suitable measures to mitigate any adverse ecological 

impacts, in particular any potential for increased visitor pressures 

on Nine Wells LNR that may arise from the development not 

withstanding sub-section e, and demonstrate regard for the 

conservation of farmland biodiversity and deliver an overall net 

gain in biodiversity.

g. Have building heights which are no higher than those on the 

adjoining part of the Cambridge Biomedical Campus and which 

provide a suitable transition in reflection of the site’s edge of 

settlement location.
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South Cambridgeshire Local Plan Adopted September 2018

Chapter 8       Building a Strong and Competitive Economy

175

8.16 The Cambridge Biomedical Campus (CBC) is an international centre of excellence 
for patient care, biomedical research and healthcare education. It plays a local, 
regional and national role in providing medical facilities and medical research. The 
local plan will support its continuing development as such, and as a high quality, 
legible and sustainable campus. It also reinforces the existing biomedical and 
biotechnology cluster in the Cambridge area.  

8.17 Policy S/6 ‘The Development Strategy to 2031’ sets out a spatial strategy for the 
location of new employment development, the preferred location being on the edge 
of Cambridge, subject to the purposes of the Cambridge Green Belt.  

8.18 The Employment Land Review 2012 has identified a particular need for office space 
in or on the edge of Cambridge. Opportunities have been identified on the northern 
fringe of Cambridge at Cambridge Northern Fringe East and through densification of 
the Cambridge Science Park. On the southern fringe, the delivery of development of 
the CBC has been brought forward by the planned relocation of Astra Zeneca to the 
site.  

8.19 The Cambridge Inner Green Belt Boundary Study (November 2015), has looked at 
the whole inner Green Belt including land south of the CBC. It has concluded that 
development south of CBC could be undertaken without significant harm to Green 
Belt purposes provided that it avoid rising ground near White Hill, provide a setting 
for Nine Wells Local Nature Reserve, provide a soft green edge to the city and that 
new development be no more prominent in views from elevated land to the south 
east than the existing buildings at Addenbrooke’s. The Council considers that the 
need for jobs can comprise exceptional circumstances justifying a review of the 
Green Belt so far as this would not cause significant harm to Green Belt purposes. 
Whilst there is no overall shortage of employment land within South Cambridgeshire 
for high-tech and research and development companies and organisations, the 
findings of the new study provide an opportunity to allocate land for an extension to 
the CBC to provide high quality biomedical development on the edge of Cambridge 
with its locational benefits, without causing significant harm to the purposes of the 
Cambridge Green Belt. 

h. Provide high quality new public realm and open space, retaining 

and enhancing existing watercourses.

i. Include measures to enhance access to and within the Cambridge 

Biomedical Campus including provision for cyclists, pedestrians, 

wheelchair users and people with other disabilities, and mitigate 

impacts on the wider road network and parking in the surrounding 

area.

j. Connect any new clinical buildings for the Cambridge University 

Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust to the Addenbrooke’s Hospital 

energy network, where feasible and viable.  


