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1. Introduction 

 Richard Jackson Ltd have been instructed by  

to consider the transport aspects for a potential development northwest of 

Balsham Road, Linton.  The site compromises of greenfield land and is 

approximately 14ha in size.  The assessment for access and transportation 

elements for land northwest of Balsham Road, Linton has been made on the 

basis of the proposed 300 dwelling quantum plus an allowance for a small 

area of employment. 

 This assessment considers current policy with regards to access for the 

development and accessibility, which are addressed in following matters 

including potential mitigation for offsite infrastructure. 

1. Access and offsite assessment of highways. 

2. Location and accessibility to services. 

3. Transportation links including pedestrian, cycle and public transport 

modes. 

4. Development trip generation. 

5. Traffic routes towards and from Linton. 

6. Highway/transportation improvements. 

 The site is located off Balsham Road (B1052) in Linton with a grid reference 

of 556770, 247400 and an approximate postcode of CB21 4UW.  The site 

location is shown indicatively in Figure 1.  To the southwest of the site is 

residential dwellings on Tower View with the B1052 Balham Road to the 

southeast.  To the west and north of the site, there are agricultural fields. 

Further south is the centre of Linton and the local schools. 
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network.  As the only part of the site that bounds directly with the public 

highway is the frontage along Balsham Road, this is the proposed access 

location.     

 Although the likely traffic volumes on Balsham Road, outside of Linton, is 

low; two points of access to Balsham Road in the format of priority junctions 

should be able to be achieved within the land boundary of the Applicant.  The 

potential priority junction access strategy for the site is shown on Drawing 

60507/PP/SK01. The northern access would primarily serve the 

employment uses and would be linked to the southern residential access, 

effectively providing two points of access for the combined development. The 

employment access is beyond the existing 30mph speed limit and an 

extension to this speed limit would therefore be promoted by the Applicant. 

 The position of the northern access is such that it could facilitate an access 

point to land located to the south of Balsham Road through the provision of 

a roundabout junction.   Therefore, as part of this site proposal it is 

recommended that enough land be reserved (and adopted by highway 

authority) around the northern access position and within the site boundary 

to enable a roundabout on the alignment of Balsham Road to be constructed 

(by others) in the future, if required. 

 In addition to the above vehicular accesses, the sites western boundary is to 

an existing Public Right of Way (PRoW) known as Rivey Hill. Additional 

pedestrian access would therefore be provided to the site’s western 

boundary on to this route. 

 The route from the site towards the village centre is via the B1052 Balsham 

Road to the southwest of the site. Balsham Road terminates as the minor 

arm of a simple priority junction with High Street. To the west of Balsham 

Road, the B1052 High Street is one-way eastbound to its junction with Coles 

Lane before continuing on to the A1307; a 7.5T (except for loading) weight 

restriction applies along this route. The reciprocal route towards the site 

follows the one-way streets of Coles Lane and Back Road which connects to 

the Balsham Road (which is two-way). To the east of Balsam Road, the 

A1037 can be reached via Horseheath Road for Haverhill, or Bartlow Road 

for Cambridge (without weight restrictions). 

 A number of transport improvements are being made to the A1307 between 

Cambridge and Haverhill as part of the Greater Cambridge Partnership 

Cambridge South East Transport project. These include the recent 

introduction of an east bound bus lane to the west of Linton, plus junction 

improvements at the A1037/Linton Village College and A1037/High Street 

junctions. The A1307/Bartlow Road junction is expected to be converted to 

a roundabout with rural hub (including car parking and bus stop) in the 

future. These improvements aim to increase the attractiveness of public 

transport, increase highway capacity and improve safety. 
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routes to all schools. The likely routes to Linton CE Infant School are either 

via the PRoW to the site’s western boundary then Back Road/Coles Lane and 

on to High Street and the school’s entrance or via Balsham Road/High Street. 

For Linton Heights Junior School the route is across Balsham Road on to 

Wheatsheaf Way where the school is located. Secondary education at Linton 

Village College can be reached via either the PRoW/Back Road/Coles Lane or 

Balsham Road/High Street routes then to Meadow Lane and footpaths to the 

school. 

 Therefore, there are no initial off-site highway improvements to 

accommodate the increase pedestrians along Balsham Road or routes via 

Back Road/Coles Lane to the centre of Linton as the missing connection along 

the northern side of Balsham Road would be provided by the Countryside 

Properties (UK) Ltd as part of the site access works. 

 The PRoW running along the western side of the site which is in a north to 

south direction, (starting at Back Road and continues to the northern end of 

the proposal site to Balsham) would not need to be diverted or 

accommodated as part of any masterplan proposals. The route would 

however be reviewed as part of any future Transport Assessment which 

would consider if any improvements were required between the site and 

Back Road to increase its attractiveness as a non-vehicular route to the 

village.  

Cyclists 

 The bicycle and e-bikes have become a much more widely used mode of 

transport in Cambridgeshire in recent years, as promoting the healthier 

lifestyle and the current economic circumstances that affects the population.  

From assessing the locations of the facilities locally, all of them are well 

within the generally recognised 5.0km cycling parameters. 

 The majority of the roads in Linton are within a 30mph speed limit and, thus, 

provide an appropriate network for cycle use in the village, to access local 

facilities. 

 Adjacent to the proposal site, it is suggested that the existing 30mph speed 

limit at the site frontage on Balsham Road be extended to incorporate the 

northern priority junction access (or alternative new roundabout access).  

 A new cycle route, Linton Greenway forms part of the Greater Cambridge 

Partnership Cambridge South East Transport project. As part of the route, 

footways west of the A1037/Linton Village College junction along the north 

side of the A1037 have recently been widened to foot/cycleway status. The 

completed Linton Greenway is expected to largely follow the A1037 whilst 

also passing through Great and Little Abington and Babraham and include a 

multi-user crossing of the A11. 

 It is considered that there is no requirement for further off-site cycle 

improvements as part of this proposal site. 

  Public Transport 
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 The Greater Cambridge Partnership Cambridge South East Transport project 

includes for a future mass transit route which would run from the vicinity of 

the A1307/A505 where a new park and ride would be provided to Cambridge 

Biomedical Campus with continuation to Cambridge railway station via the 

existing Busway. A consultation on the scheme was undertaken in late 2019 

with a preferred option expected in 2020. The scheme could be available to 

future residents of the development by the end of 2024. 

 

5. Development Trip Generation 

 The proposed development site vehicle trip generation can be calculated 

based on similar sites and data taken from a national data base (TRICS).  An 

assessment of the trip generation from the proposed development site could 

also be taken from the local trips undertaken by the occupants of the 

dwellings already in the town for the residential part of the development.  In 

general, the trip generation for a semi-rural area will be in the order of 0.5 

trips per dwelling in the weekday peak hours.  On this basis, the development 

is likely to generate approximately 150 additional vehicular trips in each of 

the peak hours for the residential element with some additional trips 

associated with the employment use which would be reviewed in any future 

Transport Assessment as the proposals progress. 

 A brief review of journeys to work from the 2011 Census for South 

Cambridgeshire 016, in which the site lies, viewed via Datashine Commute, 

shows that the majority of car driver trips from the area are to Cambridge, 

Duxford, Haverhill and Saffron Walden for the residential element. For those 

working in South Cambridgeshire 016 (including Linton) trips are primarily 

from Haverhill and Cambridge.  

Traffic routes to/from the Village 

 There are two routes likely to be used between the site and Cambridge. For 

destinations in the north/north-eastern parts of Cambridge the route follows 

the B1052 north from the site boundary to Balsham then northwest to 

Cambridge. For southern parts of Cambridge, the route from the site follows 

the B1052 to the south (via Linton) to the A1307 then northwest. Western 

parts of Cambridge can be reached either via the A1307 directly or also using 

the A505 and M11. 

 The A1307 can also be reached from the site via Wheatsheaf Way and 

Horseheath Road which is on the route to/from Haverhill, or via Bartlow Road 

where the Greater Cambridge Partnership Cambridge South East Transport 

project has proposed junction improvements with the A1307.  

 Any future planning application for the site would require a Transport 

Assessment. Whilst the scope of this would need to be agreed with CCC, 

further assessment of the A1037/High Street would likely be included along 

with an assessment of the B1052 High Street/B1052 Linton Road/Cambridge 

Road at Balsham. A review of the one-way system within Linton would also 

likely be required. Mitigation can be provided, if needed, where any impacts 

are considered significant or potentially severe as required under the NPPF. 
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 It is therefore concluded that in terms of vehicular access, accessibility to 

services, other modes of transport, the site meets all the necessary criteria 

with some mitigation where necessary, which is within the control of the land 

promoter or within existing highway.  In summary, the development, which 

will generate a relatively high level of trips in the peak hour, it is concluded 

no offsite improvements would likely be required following improvements, 

by others, to the A1037 and the generated traffic will not have a detrimental 

effect on the local road network.  
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